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REPORT,  &c. 


Mr.  Farrelly,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements, 
to  whom  were  referred  sundry  petitions  of  citizens  of  Lancaster 
county,  praying  that  the  unfinished  lines  of  canal  may  be  at  once 
abandoned,  and  so  much  of  the  proceedings  of  a  public  meeting  held 
in  Northampton  county,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  February,  1842,  as 
relates  to  the  same  subject,  submitted  a  report,  which  was  read  as 
follows,  viz : 

The  several  petitions  referred  to  the  committee  ask  the  Legislature 
to  abandon  the  “  extensions”  of  the  canal  at  once,  without  assign¬ 
ing  any  reasons  for  such  a  procedure,  and  without  proposing  any 
other  disposition  of  these  canals.  The  proceedings  of  the  meeting 
in  Northampton  go  further,  and  declare  in  substance,  that  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  North  Branch,  and  Erie  Extension  canals  will  “  add 
millions  to  our  already  enormous  debt,”  and,  if  finished,  “  scarcely 
yield  enough  to  pay  the  repairs  and  collectors  and  that  “  what  has 
been  expended  be  lost,  so  that  we  can  save  that  which  is  not  yet 
expended.”  They  urge  us  by  every  “  principle  of  honor  and  hon¬ 
esty,  the  faith  of  the  State,”  and  “the  inestimable  privileges  of 
liberty,  peace  and  happiness,”  to  stop  ;  and  that  the  issue  is  now 
made  up,  between  “  abandonment  or  repudiation.” 

It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  the  principles  contained  in  these 
proceedings,  should  meet  the  approbation  of  any  portion  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  if  they  should  be  sustained  generally, 
the  most  direful  results  are  to  be  apprehended.  It  is  easy  to  dissem¬ 
inate  prejudices,  and  excite  hostile  feelings  between  citizens  of  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  State,  which  may  lead  to  the  most  deplorable 
consequences  upon  the  harmony  and  prosperity  of  all.  The  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  meeting  lead  directly  to  the 
fostering  of  the  worst  feelings  among  those  who  are  bound  together 
in  one  common  government ;  but,  perhaps  it  would  be  unjust  to 
charge  such  a  design  upon  those  who  attended  this  meeting.  It  i6 
more  charitable  to  attribute  their  action  to  sudden  excitement,  which 
upon  cool  reflection  will  give  way  to  more  patriotic  sentiments, 
than  to  a  deliberate  conviction  of  the  propriety  of  the  course  pur¬ 
sued.  Acting  upon  this  supposition,  the  committee  are  disposed  to 
consider  them  in  the  light  of  honest  errors,  which  may  be  removed 
by  candid  investigation. 

The  original  design  of  the  improvement  system  of  Pennsylvania 
contemplated  the  connexion  of  the  eastern  and  western  waters,  and 
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Lake  Erie,  by  a  continuous  water  communication  UV™  u-  , 
have  greatly  enhanced  its  cost  h^«  *llunication.  Errors,  which 

is  needless  now  to  inquire  into  them  py  oubt>  been  committed,  but  it 

filing  by  experience  of  the  past  and  3  °"  the  PurPose  of  pro- 
takes  for  the  future  If  thp  Fv  ’  r*  ProvicPng  against  similar  mis- 

far  exceeded  5,"  estimate  „ T  ^  puWic  'WOTks  ba™ 
which  attended  their  construed™  ^  un*lecessary  procrastination 
ferent  course  in  refercnce  to  d!^’  ,7  T  admonished  adopt  a  dif- 
not  the  same  miserable  noli™  I  •  1.  Y°b  yet  remain  unfinished.  Let 
our  canals,  at  an  Immense  necT.n!  T  the  comP‘otion  of 

when  the  Commonwealth  ren.r  aT  oss  t0  the  State,  prevail  now, 
and  economy.  We  are  told  dilt*58  3  our  bands  the  utmost  prudence 
to  the  State— that  it  was  commen  YYI  ma§mh?e'll:  system  is  a  burthen 
dence  ;  but  if  we  consider  „T?  d  T,'  ?amed  on  through  improvi- 
Pennsylvania  at  this  timewiiT,  '  ,T°“  d  haV®  been  the  condition  of 

tibly  brought  to  the  conclusion  thatTh  •mp.r,°Veme"ts’  we  are  irresis- 
passes  all  the  exDenditnres  ’j  r  elr  value  to  the  people  far  sur- 

Can  we  disguise Tm  oT^l.  W.hich  haVe  been  marred, 

ments  have  alone  maintains  t  In  tf  Pact. tbat  °ur  internal  improve- 
UnionT  But  yonr  commhi  do  high  Pos‘tio'>  -  the 

strate  the  great  benefits  wPi  h  h  n°l  ^efm.  11  necessary  to  demon¬ 
canals,  or  to  lament  over  the  e-^6  from  our  railroads  and 

their  construction.  Their  nh'  /™rS  whlc  1  bave  been  committed  in 
against  the  abandonment  o/thp  n  fi°  Pr®s^nt.t0  tbe  legislature  reasons 
in  a  strong  conv^tioTtt^l  eh  Unfinished  hnes~which  are  founded 
trade,  discreditable  tn  m  i  .  a  measare  wot,ld  be  injurious  to  our 
The  Erie  FVte  *  r  cbaracter’  an(i  expensive  to  our  treasury. 

witf£ak  Erie  wSoCn°r  "eCtSKhe/anaIS-rd  railroads  of  lbe  State 

viewed  as  an  obket  o£  the  fire?  "7'  ^  °0nnexi°n  has  beeI> 

our  history.  By  a  reference  to  ll'I^0,?^'1^'  ?r°m  an  early  period  in 
it  will  be  seen  that  as  earl v  as  w«q  *  s,KeSlster>  Pa?e  4I('.  Vol,  I., 
tion  was  called  to  “a  water  •’  even  ear  ler’  Public  alien- 

the  harbor  of  Erie  d  n  '  ll  con,mun,“‘'°n  with  the  Lake.”  I„  1789, 
piece  of  land  nm,  t  b®n  known  as  Presque  Isle,  with  the  triangular 

sum  of  one  hundred  andfiftv ' UrChafed  fr°™  the  United  States  for  the 
dollars  and  twenty  fif  d  fifty'one  ‘h“usa"d  six  hundred  and  forty 

those  days  were  W“h  ‘7  riew-  If  the  statesmen  of 

with  theTake  whi  afP?Clate  the  value  of  a  communication 
bosom  what  V  ^Gn  n°  trade  or  commerce  ever  floated  on  its 

who  are  unabi:Stt;rrH  ShalkWe  P'ace  Up°n  the  °pinions  tif  thosl 

has  become  the  smll  f’?!,*1®  advanta£es  now>  when  this-commerce 

Empire  State  and  •  Ce  °f  '®  ProsPerlty  anl)  influence  of  the  great 

svlvanTa  h„,h  d  Pfepanng  a[>other  to  take  precedence  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  both  in  wealth  and  population? 

nitudeofthis'tradp6  ^7°  lhe  beSl  and  latest  authority  on  ‘he  mag- 
to  giving  thei  nw  a  S  importance  to  Pennsylvania,  in  preference 

might  bf  received  wTdisIrUu  °Plm0nS  °f01"'  own  citizens-  which 

John°R  thRnw!.e  rTrt,!°f  <?°1'  James  Kearney,  Henry  Smith  and 
John  K.  Bowes,  the  Board  of  Inspection  of  Lake  Harbors,  for 
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1839,  to  be  found  in  Vol.  2,  of  United  States  Senate  documents  for 
1838,  No.  58,  page  146,  the  following  extracts  are  taken.  “  The 
first  harbor  undertaken  was  that  of  Presque  Isle,  (Erie,)  in  the  year 
1824,  and  from  that  time  forward  to  the  year  1835,  fifteen  other 
works  were  projected.  The  Erie  canal  was  completed  in  1825. — - 
The  Oswego  was  opened  in  1828.  The  Welland  canal  was  opened 
in  1829,  and  the  Ohio  canal  in  1832.  In  the  year  1835,  there  was 
but  one  steamboat  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen,  and  thirty 
or  forty  small  craft  on  the  American  side  of  the  upper  Lakes,  and 
the  tonnage  was  in  all  somewhere  about  2,500  tons.  In  1830,  the 
registered  and  enrolled  tonnage  was  yet  but  3,497  tons.  In  1831, 
eleven  steamboats  and  one  hundred  other  vessels,  amounting  to 
6,532  tons.  In  1832,  the  tonnage  was  8,552.  In  1833,  10,471.— 
In  1836,  there  were  forty-five  steamboats,  (9,017  tons,)  and  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fourteen  vessels  (1,530  tons,)  in  all  24,047.  In  1837,  there 
were  fifty  steamboats  (10,500  tons,)  and  two  hundred  and  thirty  ves¬ 
sels  (16,934  tons,)  in  all  27,443  tons.  In  1838,  fifty-two  steamboats 
(17,429  tons,)  and  234  vessels  (16,848  tons,)  in  all  34,277  tons. — 
In  1839,  sixty-one  steamboats,  (17,324  tons,)  225  vessels,  (17,799 
tons,)  in  all  35,133  tons.’’  In  the  year  1837,  “the  trade  per  month 
amounted  to  75,898  tons.  Following  this  rule  and  applying  it  to  the 
year  1839,  we  would  have  about  100,000  tons  as  the  monthly  busi¬ 
ness.  To  the  tonnage  proper  of  Lake  Erie,  should  be  added  the 
tonnage  owned  on  Lake  Ontario,  doing  business  through  the  Wel¬ 
land  canal.  The  tonnage  on  the  Welland  canal,  in  1834,  was  37,- 
917  tons  ;  in  1837,  80,697,  and  in  1838,  it  amounted  to  95,397  tons. 
That  this  extension  (of  business)  is  very  far  from  having  reached  its 
maximum  is  unquestionable,  and  it  is  altogether  probable  that  in  a 
few  years,  the  amount  of  business  to  be  transacted  at  some  of  the 
harbors,  will  require  a  much  greater  space  than  is  now  to  be  found 
in  them.”  The  report  of  W.  G.  Williams,  Captain  United  States 
Topographical  Engineers,  dated  Buffalo,  June  30,1841,  contains 
some  valuable  details  of  the  trade  during  the  year  1840.  The  busi¬ 
ness  done  at  Buffalo  is  thus  stated  by  him.  “  1840,  Arrivals  and 
departures  of  steamboats,  4,061  ;  clearances,  4,851  ;  tolls  on  Erie 
canal,  $376,417  ;  amount  expedited  Eastward  by  canal,  117,617  tons; 
Westward,  20,463.  The  foregoing  does  not  include  domestic  manu- 
iactures,  salt,  &c.,  including  which,  the  amount  received  and  shipped 
would  be  very  much  greater  than  the  amount  above  given.  The  in¬ 
crease  of  business  in  the  spring  of  1841,  has  also  been  much  greater 
than  that  of  any  preceding  year.  The  number  of  arrivals  and  de¬ 
partures  of  steamboats  up  to  June  1st,  amounted  to  626.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  are  the  principal  articles  received  during  that  period.  Flour, 
158,552  barrels  ;  Pork,  49,763  barrels  ;  Whiskey,  5,838  barrels  ; 
Butter  and  lard,  15,066  kegs  ;  Brooms,  2,545  dozen  ;  Wheat,  140,- 
102  bushels,  &c.  Among  the  articles  forwrarded  down  the  canal 
were:  Barrels  of  flour,  167,273  ;  Pork,  48,368  ;  Bushels  of  wheat, 
60,129.  Tolls  received  at  Buffalo,  to  June  1st,  $88,707  14,  being 
an  increase  of  thirty-three  per  cent,  over  amount  received  for  the 


6 


same  period  for  1839.”  The  trade  of  Cleveland,  the  terminus  of 
the  Ohio  canal,  on  Lake  Erie,  is  stated  in  the  same  report,  from 
which  we  gather  the  following  extracts.  u  Principal  articles  cleared 
from  the  port  for  1840  :  Wheat,  2,100,000  bushels  ;  Flour  500,000 
barrels  ;  Pork,  38,000  ;  Whiskey,  13,000  ;  Butter,  786,000  pounds  ; 
Lard,  500,000;  Corn,  68,000  bushels;  Mineral  coal,  156,000.  Of 
the  above  there  were  exported  to  the  Provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada;  Wheat,  896,550  bushels;  Flour,  70,995  barrels. 

In  1840,  the  increase  exhibited  is  as  follows  :  Whole  number  of 
arrivals  and  departures  exclusive  of  steamboats,  2,688,  belonging  to 
the  port;  7  steamboats  and  59  sail  vessels,  an  amount  of  tonnage  ex¬ 
clusive  of  steamboats,  120,960  tons,  and  the  whole  number  of  arri¬ 
vals  and  departures  of  steamboats,  1,020,  with  an  aggregate  amount 
of  tonnage  of  357,000  tons.  This  inconceivable  increase  of  trade 
has  grown  out  of  the  great  developement  of  the  mineral  and  agri¬ 
cultural  resources  of  the  country  on  which  Cleveland  is  dependant. 
The  increase  moreover,  appears  to  have  been  uniform  and  progress¬ 
ive,  exhibiting  even  in  the  year  1840,  notwithstanding  the  depression 
that  has  existed  throughout  the  commercial  community,  a  visible  in¬ 
crease  over  the  preceding  years.”  “  From  an  official  return  to  this 
office  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  Cleveland,  it  would  appear 
that  above  $10,000,000  worth  of  merchandize  within  the  year  1840, 
passed  through  Cleveland  alone,  for  the  supply  of  the  country  adja¬ 
cent  to  her,  and  the  States  to  which  her  canal  (Ohio)  serves  as  the 
vehicle  of  communication.” 

There  is  appended  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  PubHc 
Works  of  Ohio,  for  1841,  a  table  showing  the  different  kinds  of 
property  transported  on  the  Ohio  Canal,  through  Cleveland,  from 
which  we  extract  some  of  the  principal  items  for  1841 — Flour, 
441,425  barrels  ;  wheat,  1,564,421  bushels  ;  corn,  245,018  bushels ; 
mineral  coal,  478,370  bushels  ;  pork,  1,881,271  pounds  ;  lard, 
961,161  pounds  ;  butter,  1,468,280  pounds  ;  iron  and  nails,  3,905,- 
417  pounds,  &c. 

The  Canal  Commissioners  of  New  York,  in  their  annual  report 
to  the  Legislature  for  1841,  in  speaking  of  the  increase  in  the  Lake 
trade,  say  :  “  The  true  source  of  the  increase  is  easily  discoverable. 
It  is  to  be  found  in  the  new  accessions  of  territory  constantly  be¬ 
coming  tributary  to  the  Erie  Canal,  in  the  wide  spread  and  fertile 
regions  around  the  Western  Lakes,  and  in  that  active  and  rapidly 
increasing  population,  whose  well  directed  industry  is  producing  and 
sending  forward  in  constantly  augmenting  quantities  the  fruits  of 
their  prolific  soil. 

Up  to  the  year  1835,  the  States  beyond  the  western  termination 
of  the  Erie  canal  had  but  little  surplus  to  export.  In  that  year 
15,935  tons  of  wheat  and  flour  were  shipped  on  the  canal  at  Buffa¬ 
lo.  In  1841  the  amount  at  that  office  and  the  office  at  Black  Rock, 
detached  since  1835  from  Buffalo,  reached  131,114  tons,  equal  in 
flour  to  1,300,000  barrels.  A  further  portion  of  the  products  of  the 
Western  States  reaches  the  Erie  canal  by  the  way  of  Oswego, 
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(through  Welland  canal.)  The  total  quantity  of  tonnage  of  all 
descriptions  cleared  at  the  three  offices  in  183d,  was  86,379  tons. 

In  1841  it  had  increased  to  331,510  tons,  having  nearly  quadrupled 
in  five  years — the  increase  in  the  last  year  having  been  106,112 
tons.” 

“That  this  aevelopement  of  the  Western  trade  will  continue  at  the 
same  rate  of  progress  at  which  it  has  thus  commenced,  can  hardly 
be  matter  of  doubt.” 

An  examination  of  the  trade  at  the  other  ports  on  Lake  Erie,  will 
exhibit  results  no  less  surprising,  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  give  fur¬ 
ther  extracts.  The  reports  referred  to  above,  contain  statements  of 
the  business  at  each  place,  to  which  we  refer  all  who  desire  further 
information. 

That  a  large  portion  of  this  trade  will  pass  through  the  Erie  Ex¬ 
tension,  and  along  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  does  not  admit  of  a  doubt ; 
but  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  most  scrupulous,  the  commit¬ 
tee  will  give  the  views  expressed  by  disinterested  persons,  fully 
competent  to  form  correct  opinions,  upon  the  subject. 

It  is  conceded  that  the  harbor  of  Erie  is  the  best  on  the  Lake,  by 
ail  who  have  been  called  upon  to  examine  it.  It  possesses  advan¬ 
tages  in  a  commercial  point  of  view  equal  to  any  other,  and  it  is 
connected  with  as  populous  and  enterprising  a  region  as  any  other 
on  the  Lake  shore,  with  perhaps  the  exception  of  Buffalo.  In  the 
report  of  Col.  J.  J.  Abert,  the  chief  of  Beaureau  of  Topographical 
Engineers,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  Washington,  Nov.  14, 
1841,  the  harbor  of  Erie  and  its  advantages  are  thus  described  : 
“This  extremely  fine  harbor,  one  of  the  most  valuable  on  the  Lake 
in  reference  to  military  and  naval  advantages — the  only  harbor,  in 
fact,  on  this  lake  in  which  a  fleet  can  be  assembled,  and  where  it  can 
be  completely  protected  against  weather  or  an  enemy,  is  also  one  of 
the  points  of  connexion  between  the  commerce  of  the  Atlantic  and 
the  Western  States  and  Lakes,  by  means  of  the  canals  and  railroads 
already  made  and  in  course  of  construction  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  The  natural  advantages  of  this  harbor  are  greater  than  those 
of  Buffalo,  and  it  is  undoubtedly  destined  at  some  future  and  not  dis¬ 
tant  day  to  rival  Buffalo  in  its  present  character  of  the  great  depot  of 
the  West.  It  is  through  these  two  places,  Erie  and  Buffalo,  that 
the  trade  of  the  States  and  Territories  bordering  on  the  Lakes,  and 
much  from  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  will  have  to  seek  means  of 
intercourse  with  the  Atlantic — a  trade  which  has  already  raised  Buf¬ 
falo  to  a  great  city,  and  crowded  the  New  York  canal,  and  which, 
in  the  just  anticipations  of  the  resources,  growth  and  increase  of  the 
extensive  region  upon  which  it  depends,  leaves  one  at  a  loss  in  affix¬ 
ing  a  limit  to  its  extent.” 

The  annual  report  of  W.  G.  Williams,  Superintendent  of  Harbor 
Improvements  on  Lake  Erie,  dated  Buffalo,  June  30,  1841,  is  expli¬ 
cit  on  this  subject.  He  says,  “  Presque  Isle  Bay,  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  only  point  which  that  State  possesses  as  a 
harbor,  on  the  small  developement  of  her  lake  coast,  seems  to  me  to 
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fulfil  to  a  greater  extent  certain  requisite  conditions  than  any  other 
upon  the  Lake.  The  ease  with  which  it  may  be  entered,  under 
any  circumstances  of  wind,  by  the  plan  projected  for  its  improve* 
ment-— its  facilities  of  intercourse  with  the  most  densely  populated 
parts  of  the  country,  and,  above  ah,  its  remarkable  conformation  as  a 
convenient  and  secure  harbor,  characterize  it  as  a  site  for  a  naval 
rendezvous  of  the  highest  order.  Its  freedom  from  ice  at  the 
earliest  opening  of  spring,  enabling  vessels  to  enter  upon  actual  du¬ 
ties,  while  yet  they  would  be  ice  bound  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
Lake,  its  land  locked  area  containing  about  six  square  miles  of  good 
anchorage,  with  a  depth  averaging  about  twenty  feet.  The  interpo¬ 
sition  of  Presque  Isle  as  a  guarantee  from  hostile  surprise,  and  its 
comparatively  central  position,  are  its  peculiar  advantages,  and  in¬ 
dicate  it  as  a  point  that  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated  by  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Government.” 

“  Presque  Isle  harbor,  or  Erie,  promises  a  communication  (on  the 
eve  of  completion)  by  the  Erie  Extension,  to  the  interior,  and  to  that 
laboratory  of  all  that  constitutes  the  machinery  of  war,  Pittsburg, 
from  which,  by  line  of  canal,  it  is  distant  only  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  miles.” 

The  commercial  advantages  “  of  Erie  are  a  valuable  harbor,  as  I 
have  already  explained,  an  early  freedom  from  ice  in  the  spring,  and 
its  connexion  (to  be  completed  in  a  few  months,)  with  the  most 
flourishing,  commercial,  and  manufacturing  region  of  the  western  and 
south-western  country.” 

Mr.  Williams,  after  giving  some  information  from  Mr.  Roberts, 
showing  the  commercial  importance  of  Erie,  the  decided  preference 
which  the  Erie  Extension  has  over  the  route  by  Cleveland  to  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  that  it  will  be  the  route  between  north-western  New 
York  and  Canada,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  that  all 
the  trade  between  these  extensive  regions  will  pass  through  Erie, 
says:  “  We  cannot  help  concurring  in  opinion  with  the  views  set 
forth  in  favor  of  Erie,  and  the  commercial  benefits  to  be  derived  to  it 
on  the  completion  of  the  work  referred  to.  The  relative  situation  of 
Erie  with  regard  to  the  emporium  of  Buffalo,  and  the  flourishing  city 
of  Cleveland,  (being  about  equidistant  from  either  one  hundred 
miles,)  ought  to  neutralize  this  sentiment  of  jealousy,  or  excite  be¬ 
tween  them  at  most  a  spirit  of  generous  competition.  I  do  not  speak 
of  commercial  rivalry  ;  of  course,  that  point  is  beyond  question, 
and  Buffalo  will  ever  remain  the  great  emporium  of  the  Lakes  ;  but 
that  Erie,  by  virtue  of  her  early  navigation,  and  her  railroad  and 
canal,  will  enjoy  a  large  portion  of  travel  and  activity,  I  think,  is 
equally  beyond  a  doubt.” 

These  opinions  of  able,  experienced  and  disinterested  individuals, 
one  of  whom  is  a  resident  of  Buffalo,  ought  surely  to  settle  the 
doubts  of  every  Pennsylvanian,  on  a  subject  so  vitally  important  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  State.  Besides  the  ordinary  trade  of  the 
Lakes,  there  are  some  commodities  of  very  profitable  commerce, 
which  are  alluded  to  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Williams,  as  almost  cer* 


9 


Mainly  to  be  brought  into  activity  through  the  Erie  Extension.  In 
his  opinion,  the  cotton,  sugar  and  tobacco  of  the  Mississippi  to  sup¬ 
ply  the  manufacturing  districts  of  Western  New  York,  will  pass 
through  the  canals  connecting  the  Ohio  with  Lake  Erie,  and  that 
‘  the  coal  trade  likewise  finds  a  centre  at  Cleveland,  and  its  devel- 
opement  is  about  to  receive  a  new  impulse.  Within  a  short  time  the 
steamboats  navigating  the  Lake  have  adopted  its  use  in  preference 
to  wood.”  “  Through  this  channel  and  the  Erie  Extension,  the 
whole  of  Western  New  York,  Canada,  and  in  fine,  the  whole  of  the 
Lake  coast  and  the  adjacent  country  will  be  supplied.”  He  gives  to 
Erie  a  preference  as  a  site  for  a  naval  rendezvous  or  depot  for  na¬ 
tional  purposes,  which  has  been  adopted  to  some  extent  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  as  orders  have  recently  been  issued  for  the  construction  of 
an  Iron  Steamer,  to  be  put  together  at  Erie. 

Bituminous  coal,  of  a  superior  quality,  (a  description  of  which  is 
given  by  the  State  Geologist  in  his  annual  report,)  is  found  along 
both  sides  of  the  canal,  in  the  hills  bounding  the  Shenango  Valley. 
Its  contiguity  to  the  canal  and  -the  facility  with  which  it  is  mined, 
induce  a  strong  belief  that  the  country  around  the  Lakes  will  be  sup¬ 
plied  almost  exclusively  from  this  region  by  the  way  of  the  Erie 
Extension,  which  is  the  only  direct  avenue  for  its  transportation  to 
the  Lakes.  The ’experience  on  all  the  public  works  of  this  country 
and  Europe,  has  established  the  fact,  beyond  a  question,  that  when¬ 
ever  a  coal  trade  can  be  brought  upon  a  canal,  it  becomes  profitable. 
The  market  for  this  coal,  which  this  canal  will  supply  without  a 
rival,  is  immense.  Can  there  be  any  doubt  of  the  value  of  a  trade, 
possessing  such  advantages  and  facilities  which,  under  prospects  far 
less  favorable,  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  have  been  the  means  of 
incalculable  wealth  ?  It  would  be  difficult  to  attempt  an  estimate  of 
the  probable  amount  of  tolls  which  would  be  derived  to  the  State,  in 
a  few  years  after  the  completion  of  the  work ;  as  the  demand  in  all 
probability,  would  soon  be  sufficient,  with  the  other  trade,  to  require 
the  use  of  the  entire  capacity- of  the  canal. 

But  the  importance  of  this  trade  induces  the  committee  to  submit 
some  observations,  and  an  estimate  of  the  tolls  to  be  derived  from  it 
as  soon  as  the  canal  is  completed,  together  with  their  views  and  es¬ 
timates  of  the  general  trade,  which  will  pass  through  the  Erie  Exten¬ 
sion,  without  attempting  any  calculations  of  the  increase  which  must 
take  place  in  a  few  years. 


COAL  TRADE  OF  THE  ERIE  EXTENSION. 

The  coal  basin  of  the  Shenango  Valley,  containing  veins  of  re¬ 
markably  pure  bituminous  coal,  extends  from  a  point  below  Sharon 
to  near  Greenville,  in  Mercer  county  a  distance  of  more  than  thirty 
miles.  Coal  abounds  also  further  down  towards  New  Castle,  and 
thence  along  the  Beaver  division  to  the  Ohio  river.  But  it  is  not 
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deemed  necessary  to  take  this  into  view  in  reference  to  the  trade 
Northward,  as  the  range  first  mentioned  comprises  an  inexhaustible 
supply  more  convenient  to  the  Lake  market.  The  vein  which  has 
been  worked  at  various  points  on  both  sides  of  the  Shenango,  be- 
tween  Sharon  and  Greenville,  is  four  and  a  half  feet  thick.  Its  late¬ 
ral  limits  are  not  yet  ascertained,  but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  all  the  high  lands,  for  miles,  contain  it.  The  coal  business, 
however,  in  this  region,  is  yet  almost  in  embryo,  and  future  exami¬ 
nations  will  in  all  probability  disclose  mines  not  now  known. 

Greenville  is  sixty-two  miles  by  canal,  from  Erie  harbor.  Sharon 
is  eighty-eight  miles  from  the  same  point.  The  average  distance 
of  the  great  coal  range  from  which  the  Lake  country  will  be  supplied, 
may  be  set  down  at  seventy-five  miles.  The  coal  lies  convenient  to 
the  canal  and  is  easily  mined  ;  so  that  when  the  business  is  fairly  in 
operation,  the  cost  and  charges  may  be  estimated  as  follows,  viz : 
Mining  leave  .....  1  cent  per  bushel. 

Mining  ......  2 

Delivery  at  canal  -----  1 

Toll  on  75  miles  ..... 

Freight  on  75  miles  2| 

Profit  to  those  engaged  2 
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Selling  price  at  Erie  9£  “  “  “ 

As  there  are  about  thirty  bushels  to  the  ton,  this  would  give  $2  85 
as  the  selling  price  per  ton,  at  Erie.  The  price  of  wood,  in  lengths 
of  four  feet,  is  $1  62|  per  cord  ;  sawing,  2 5  cents  per  cord  ;  in  all 
$1  871  cents.  And  as  one  ton  of  coal  is  more  than  equivalent  to  a 
cord  of  the  wood  usually  found  along  the  Lake  slope,  the  coal  will 
be  much  the  cheapest,  and  must  therefore  become  the  universal  fuel. 
The  price  of  wood  at  Buffalo,  is  from  50  to  80  per  cent,  higher  than 
at  Erie,  and  from  the  present  extent  of  the  population,  its  great  com¬ 
merce,  and  its  growing  manufactures,  requiring  a  constantly  increas¬ 
ing  supply  of  fuel,  it  must  inevitably  rise  still  higher. 

In  Buffalo,  they  have  already  commenced  the  use  of  coal,  (of  an 
inferior  quality  to  the  Shenango  coal,)  brought  from  Cleveland,  120 
miles  above  Erie.  So  soon  as  the  coal  trade  is  started  at  Erie,  this 
inferior  article  will  immediately  be  driven  from  the  market. 

Coal  can  be  carried  from  Erie  to  Buffalo,  including  all  costs  and 
charges,  for  sixty  cents  per  ton — making  the  selling  price  $3  45  per 
ton.  At  this  low  rate,  it  will  supersede  entirely  the  use  of  wood, 
and  come  into  general  use.  The  cost  of  freight  and  toll  on  the  New 
York  Erie  canal,  will  not  exceed  Id  cents  per  ton  per  mile  ;  so  that 
at  Rochester ,  80  miles  from  Buffalo,  coal  can  be  sold  for  $4  65  per 
ton. 

Black  Rock,  Tonnewanto,  Pendleton,  Lockport ,  Middleport, 
Medina,  Portville,  Albion ,  Holly,  and  Brockport,  are  all  between 
Buffalo  and  Rochester.  They  are  flourishing  and  populous,  and  the 
counties  of  Erie,  Niagara,  Orleans,  and  Monroe,  in  which  they  are 
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situated,  are  rich  and  well  settled  ;  and  they  will  unquestionably  con¬ 
sume  a  large  amount  of  coal. 

The  distance  from  Rochester  to  Lake  Ontario,  is  only  about  10 
miles,  and  this  will  probably  be  the  outlet  of  supply  along  its  South¬ 
ern  shore. 

The  population  of  Buffalo  and  its  suburbs,  is  about  30,000  ;  and 
the  number  of  inhabitants  that  would  use  coal  as  their  principal  fuel, 
in  the  four  counties  referred  to,  is  not  less  than  60,000.  The  usual 
quantity  allowed  to  each  individual  is  one  ton-  There  would,  there¬ 
fore,  be  required  for  ordinary  use,  in  the  districts  named,  90,000  tons 
per  annum.  The  mamifactories  of  Buffalo,  Lockport  and  Roches¬ 
ter,  will  consume  not  less  than  20,000  tons  more ;  making  a  total, 
for  the  four  counties  of  New  York,  of  110,000  tons. 

The  entrance  of  the  Welland  canal,  and  the  mouth  of  Grand  river, 
are  still  nearer  than  Buffalo,  and  it  is  confidently  expected  that  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  coal  will  pass  into  Canada,  and  to  the  western 
end  of  Lake  Ontario.  At  a  very  moderate  computation,  the  quantity 
required  in  this  direction  may  be  set  down  at  not  less  than  15,000 
tons. 

Along  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  the  towns  of  Ashtabula, 
Conneaut  Harbor,  Erie,  Portland,  Dunkirk ,  (the  terminus  of  the 
New  York  and  Erie  Railroad,)  and  Cattaraugus,  will  certainly  use 
the  coal  from  the  Erie  Extension  to  the  extent  of  16,000  tons,  or 
more. 

With  the  present  confined  trade  of  Erie  Harbor,  50,000  cords  of 
wood  have  been  sold  to  steamboats  in  a  year.  Now,  upon  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  Government  works  at  this  point,  and  when  it  will  be 
an  object  to  steamboats  to  secure  the  cheap  and  good  fuel  which  the 
Erie  Extension  will  furnish,  the  vessels  will  take  in  much  larger 
supplies— -coal,  besides  its  cheapness,  being  more  conveniently  han* 
died  than  wood.  Within  the  last  year,  several  steamboats  have  com¬ 
menced  using  coal  obtained  at  Cleveland,  an  article  known  to  be  in¬ 
ferior  to  the  coal  of  the  Shenango  valley.  As  a  proof  of  this  fact, 
several  hundred  tons  of  the  Shenango  coal  have  been  transported,  by 
a  circuitous  route,  through  the  Cross  Cut  and  Ohio  canals,  to  Cleve¬ 
land,  and  there  sold  in  the  same  market  at  an  advanced  price.  But 
this  route  being  seventy  miles  longer  to  the  Lake  than  by  way  of  the 
Erie  Extension,  cannot  become  the  avenue  for  the  coal  of  the  She¬ 
nango  valley.  It  is  almost  as  difficult  to  estimate  the  quantity  of  coal 
to  be  consumed  by  the  Lake  steamers  as  to  set  bounds  to  the  trade 
in  which  they  are  employed.  If  we  look  at  the  number  of  steam¬ 
boats  and  other  vessels  that  arrived  at  Cleveland  in  the  year  1830, 
(431,)  and  compare  it  with  the  number  of  arrivals  in  the  year  1840. 
(3,708,)  and  carry  out  the  same  ratio  a  few  years  into  futurity,  we 
9hall  be  almost  overwhelmed  with  the  magnitude  of  the  commerce. 
Let  us  for  the  present  assume  the  number  of  tons  of  coal  that  will  be 
sold  to  steamboats  at  not  more  than  50,000. 
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Recapitulation. 

Quantity  required  in  Buffalo,  30,000  tons. 

“  “  in  four  counties  of  New  York,  60,000 

for  manufacturing  purposes,  20,000 

“  “  Canada  and  head  of  Lake  Ontario,  15,000 

“  “  towns  along  Lake  Erie,  16,000 

44  “  in  steamboats  50,000 


Total  quantity,  191,000  tons. 


The  toll  which  the  State  would  derive  from  this  business  on 
seventy-five  miles  of  the  Erie  Extension,  at  the  rate  of  one  half  cent 
per  ion  per  mile,  is,  $71,625  00 

The  villages  of  Hartstown,  Evansburg,  Brightstown,  Conneaut- 
ville,  Jacksonville,  Cranesville,  Lockport,  Girard,  Fairview,  &c., 
along  the  line  of  the  Erie  Extension,  and  Meadville,  on  the  French 
Creek  Feeder,  would  all  use  coal.  They  would  consume  at  least 
12,000  tons  per  annum.  This  would  be  carried  an  average  distance  of 
thirty-five  miles,  the  tolls  from  which  would  amount  to  $2,100.  Both 
these  amounts  are  based  upon  the  assumption  of  charging  nothing  for 
empty  boats  returning. 

The  gross  tolls  from  the  coal  business,  as  shown, 

would  be,  $73,725  00 


GENERAL  TRADE. 

In  regard  to  the  general  trade,  exclusive  of  coal,  which  may  be 
anticipated,  it  is  difficult  to  offer  an  estimate  in  detail.  The  local 
trade  of  the  counties  of  Erie,  Crawford,  and  Mercer,  will  undoubtedly 
be  considerable.  They  will  receive  also  salt  and  plaister  from  New 
York  state  in  return  for  coal  and  iron,  and  their  lumber,  potatoes, 
&c.  will  be  shipped  north  and  south  on  this  improvement. 

But  this  of  itself  would  afford  only  a  comparatively  small  return 
for  the  large  investment  in  the  canal,  if  it  were  unsupported  by  the 
through  trade  and  the  trade  from  coal. 

The  through  trade  on  the  Erie  Extension  will  be  derived  from  two 
great  sources.  First,  the  interchange  of  the  produce  of  the  upper 
Lakes,  and  the  merchandize  and  manufactures  of  the  east — princi¬ 
pally  from  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  by  way  of  the  Pennsylvania 
improvements  passing  through  Pittsburg  ;  and,  secondly,  the  ex¬ 
change  of  the  cotton,  tobacco,  and  sugar  of  the  great  Mississippi  basin 
for  the  salt,  plaister,  and  manufactures  of  western  New  York. 
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Upon  the  completion  of  this  canal,  a  most  convenient  route  will  he 
opened  for  this  latter  trade,  the  importance  of  which  we  are  now 
scarcely  prepared  to  appreciate. 

Commerce  of  this  character  has  already  started  by  way  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  through  the  Ohio  canal  to  Portsmouth,  the  whole  of  which  will 
assuredly  be  drawn  away  from  that  route,  and  brought  through  the 
Erie  Extension,  so  soon  as  the  line  is  finished. 

On  the  Cleveland  and  Portsmouth  route  there  are  three  hundred 
and  six  miles  of  canal,  and  two  hundred  miles  of  Lake  navigation, 
whilst,  on  the  Erie  route,  there  will  be  but  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  miles  of  canal,  and  eighty-four  miles  of  Lake  navigation  between 
the  Ohio  river  and  Buffalo.  Now,  assuming  that  freight  boats  move 
upon  an  average  fifty  miles  a  day,  they  would  be  three  days  and  a 
half  longer  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio  river,  on  the  Portsmouth 
route,  than  they  would  be  on  the  Erie  route.  Produce  and  merchan¬ 
dize  would  also  be  about  one  day  longer  on  the  Lake.  To  counter¬ 
balance  this  difference  of  four  days  and  a  half,  we  have  only  the  time 
required  on  the  Ohio  river  between  the  mouth  of  the  Beaver  and 
Portsmouth,  which  would  not  exceed  two  days.  The  Erie  route 
would,  therefore,  have  the  advantage,  in  point  of  time ,  of  two  days 
and  a  half. 

The  relative  cost  of  transportation  should  next  be  considered. 
When  a  regular  trade  of  this  kind  is  once  established,  it  is  clear  that 
goods  can  be  carried  at  less  cost  from  Buffalo  to  Erie  than  from  Buf¬ 
falo  to  Cleveland,  the  one  being  eighty-four  miles,  and  the  other  two 
hundred,  put  the  difference  at  only  twenty-five  cents  per  ton.  Esti¬ 
mating  freight  and  toll  on  the  canals  to  be  but  three  cents  per  ton  per 
mile  for  goods,  it  would  give  $9.18  per  ton  on  the  Portsmouth  route, 
and  $4,08  per  ton  on  the  Beaver  route.  The  difference,  $5,10,  added 
to  25  cts.,  makes  $5,35.  From  this  we  must  deduct  the  cost  of 
freight  in  steamboats  on  the  Ohio  river  from  the  mouth  of  the  Bea¬ 
ver  to  Portsmouth,  which  will  not  average  over  $4,00  per  ton,  show¬ 
ing  a  difference  of  cost  in  favor  of  the  Erie  route  of  $1,35  per  ton. 

Having  then  the  advantage  of  two  and  a  half  days  in  time  and  a 
gain  in  point  of  cost,  all  the  trade  passing  from  points  at  or  below 
Portsmouth,  on  the  Ohio  river,  to  any  part  of  Western  New  York 
or  Canada,  must  pass  through  the  Erie  Extension  during  a  conside¬ 
rable  portion  of  the  year,  as  the  shortest,  (in  time,)  cheapest,  and  best 
route.  It  is  evident  that  all  trade  along  the  Ohio  river,  from  points 
above  Portsmouth,  will  have  a  still  greater  inducement  to  take  the 
Erie  Extension  ;  every  step  upward,  shortening  the  distance  on 
the  one  hand  and  lengthening  it  on  the  other.  This,  of  course,  will 
include  the  trade  between  Pittsburg  and  Western  New  York. 

The  commercial  intercourse  between  Pittsburg  and  Buffalo,  &c.,  al¬ 
though  at  present  transacted  through  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  and 
the  Ohio  canals,  by  way  of  Cleveland,  cannot  be  maintained  in  that 
channel  after  the  completion  of  the  Erie  Extension,  inasmuch  as  the 
canal  to  Erie,  besides  being  in  every  respect  a  superior  work,  upon 
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which  boatmen  will  prefer  to  travel,  is  five  miles  shorter,  and  the 
route  has  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  less  of  Lake  navigation. 

Can  any  thing  be  plainer  then,  than  the  fact,  that  the  Erie  Exten¬ 
sion  will  be  the  favorite  route  for  every  particle  of  trade,  between  the 
Valley  of  the  Mississippi  and  Western  New  York  and  Canada. — 
The  same  reasoning  will  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  travelling 
between  the  great  sections  named. 

That  the  Erie  Extension  will  receive  a  handsome  proportion  of 
the  great  and  growing  trade  between  the  Upper  Lakes  and  the  At¬ 
lantic  seaboard,  is  scarcely  a  subject  of  doubt.  Its  present  extent  is 
daily  becoming  more  familiar  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  to  whom 
until  recently,  it  appeared  almost  as  a  sealed  book.  The  reports  of 
the  New  York  and  Ohio  Canal  Commissioners,  containing  substan¬ 
tial  evidence  of  its  greatness,  and  above  all,  theii  annually  increasing 
tolls  derived  from  it,  point  us  to  the  only  course  by  which  we  can 
become  acquainted  with  it  practically.  From  the  last  report  of  the 
New  York  commissioners,  it  appears  that  no  great  length  of  time 
will  elapse  before  the  Erie  canal  will  arrive  at  its  maximum  capa¬ 
city ;  and  the  friends  of  that  improvement  already  fear  the  loss  of  a 
portion  of  the  commerce  of  the  Lakes  from  that  cause.  Having 
hitherto  enjoyed  almost  a  monopoly,  they  look  upon  It  as  their  own. 
From  the  same  report  it  seems,  that  the  lockages  on  the  Erie  canal 
during  the  past  year,  averaged  one  for  about  every  eleven  minutes 
during  the  twenty-four  hours,  or  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
boats  per  day. 

Now  for  the  local  and  through  trade  of  the  Erie  Extension — ex¬ 
clusive  of  coal,  if  we  assume  that  but  five  boats  per  day,  loaded  with 
thirty-five  tons  each,  pass  in  each  direction,  and  that  the  average  toll 
will  be  two  cents  per  ton  per  mile,  we  shall  have  the  following  re¬ 
sult,  viz  : 

The  five  boats  would  contain  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  tons, 
which  at  two  cents  per  ton  per  mile,  on  one  hundred  and  five  miles, 
the  length  of  the  Erie  Extension  would  be  8262,50.  This  multiplied 
by  240,  the  number  of  days  of  navigation,  gives  the  sum  of  $63,000 
for  the  toll  in  one  direction,  or,  in  all  $126,000  per  annum. 

Estimating  20  passengers  daily  in  each  direction,  at  five  mills  per 
mile,  we  should  have  $21  per  day  in  each  direction,  or  $42  per  day, 
in  all ;  and  $10,080  00  per  annum,  toll  from  passengers. 

The  tolls  would  therefore  be  as  follows,  viz  : 

Coal  trade, . $73,725  00 

Merchandize  and  produce,  -  126,000  00 

Passengers,  ...  -  -  10,080  00 


Total,  $209,805  00 

But  this  statement  does  not  exhaust  the  question  of  revenue  to  the 
Commonwealth  from  tolls,  as  it  includes  nothing  for  the  increase  of 
trade  and  travel,  and  consequent  augmentation  of  profit  on  the  Beaver 
division,  thirty  and  three-fourth  miles  in  length.  But  leaving  this 
out  of  view,  it  will  be  seen,  that  upon  a  very  moderate  estimate  of 
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she  business  that  may  fairly  be  anticipated  on  the  Erie  Extension — - 
keeping  before  us  the  important  objects  it  will  accomplish,  the  tolls 
will  be  over  6  percent  upon  the  whole  cost ;  and  nearly  40  per  cent, 
upon  the  amount  required  to  complete  the  line,  (after  paying  the 
debts  due  for  work  done.) 

Under  a  rigid  system  of  accountability,  and  with  proper  economy, 
the  superintendence  and  repairs  should  not  exceed  8350  per  mile, 
annually.  This  would  give  a  gross  amount  of  $47,250  per  annum. 
This  sum  deducted  from  total  tolls  $209,805,  leaves  a  balance  of 
$162,555,  as  the  nett  annual  profit,  and  which  could  be  applied 
towards  the  interest  of  the  State  debt. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  this  would  be  the  result  during  the  first  or 
even  the  second  year.  Time  is  required  to  induce  or  change  trade, 
to  bring  on  capital  to  establish  the  coal  business,  and  to  form  new 
commercial  connexions.  But  that  it  will  occur  in  the  third  or  fourth 
year  appears  very  reasonable. 


In  view  of  these  facts,  would  not  an  abandonment  of  this  canal,  as 
z  measure  of  expediency,  be  not  only  im politic,  but  a  surrender  of 
the  most  important  interests  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  gratify  an 
illiberal  and  selfish  opposition,  excited  by  prejudices  founded  upon 
ignorance  of  the  subject  ? 

If  these  considerations  do  not  present  sufficient  inducements  for 
the  completion  of  the  work,  can  we  retrace  our  steps,  after  repeated 
enactments  of  successive  Legislatures,  for  a  period  of  nineteen  years 
in  furtherance  of  the  object,  without  rashly  violating  every  principle 
of  honesty  and  public  faith  ?  A  candid  review  of  the  acts  of  Assem~ 
bly  in  relation  to  this  question,  will  afford  a  negative  answer,  as  we 
confidently  believe,  in  the  mind  of  every  patriotic  Pennsylvanian. 

On  the  3 1 st  of  March,  1823,  the  Legislature  passed  an  Act  ap¬ 
pointing  Thomas  Foster  of  Erie  county,  James  Herrington  of  Craw¬ 
ford  county,  and  William  Marks,  jr.,  of  Allegheny,  commissioners 
to  “  view  and  explore  all  the  contemplated  routes  for  connecting  the 
waters  of  Lake  Erie  and  French  creek,  by  canal  and  slaekwater 
navigation,  and  make  report  to  the  Governor,  to  be  laid  before  the 
next  Legislature,  particularly  designating  which  of  said  routes  is 
most  practicable  and  best  calculated  for  public  utility,  accompanied 
with  estimates  of  the  probable  expense  of  completing  the  same,  the 
quantum  of  water  at  the  summit  level,  and  the  number  of  locks  ne¬ 
cessary,  with  such  topographical  and  other  observations  as  may  tend 
to  elucidate  the  subject,  and  enable  the  Legislature  hereafter  to  act 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  necessary  facts.”  This  Act  was 
passed  three  years  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal,  and  one  year  before  any  legislation,  in  contemplation  of  the 
project.  The  commissioners  made  an  able  report, setting  forth  the  prac¬ 
ticability  and  advantage  of  the  connexion  in  strong  terms, — which 
contributed  much  to  the  legislation  directing  the  surveys  and  exam* 
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inations  that  led  to  the  construction  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal.-— 
The  Erie  Extension  is  now  about  completed  to  the  point  where  the 
waters  of  French  creek  are  let  into  it;  leaving  only  thi^  connexion 
between  the  waters  ol  French  creek  and  Lake  Erie — the  first  in 
commencement,  to  be  the  last  in  construction.  It  is  singular  thaf  the 
State,  after  expending  millions  of  money  upon  works  since  under¬ 
taken,  should  now  be  gravely  considering  the  propriety  of  abandon¬ 
ing  this  improvement — the  only  one  now  wanting  to  complete  the 
original  plan,  and  bring  into  usefulness  a  large  portion  of  those  which, 
have  been  finished  for  years.  On  the  12th  April,  1825,  the  Legis¬ 
lature  passed  an  Act,  which  after  reciting  that  “  whereas  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  a  communication  between  the  Eastern  and  Western 
waters  of  this  State  and  the  Lakes  by  means  of  navigable  streams 
and  canals,  would  advance  our  agriculture,  commerce  and  manufac¬ 
tures ;  would  unite  in  a  common  interest  the  great  natural  divisions 
of  the  State,  and  would  in  the  end  be  an  important  source  of  reve¬ 
nue  to  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  whereas,  the  best  interests  of  the 
State  require  that  this  great  and  important  improvement  should  be 
the  property  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  that  the  Commonwealth  ought 
to  embark  in  it  with  that  zeal  and  energy  that  is  best  calculated  to 
carry  it  into  effect enacts  “  that  the  Governor  be  and  he  is  hereby 
required  to  appoint  five  Canal  Commissioners,  a  majority  of  whom 
shall  constitute  a  quorum,  to  consider  and  adopt  such  measures  as 
they  shall  think  requisite  and  proper,  preparatory  to  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  navigable  communication  between  the  Eastern  and  West¬ 
ern  waters  and  Lake  Erie.”  At  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature 
the  Act  was  passed  providing  for  the  commencement  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  canals,  containing  a  similar  preamble,  with  this  addition, 
“  And  whereas,  there  are  important  sections  of  the  work  which  may 
be  immediately  begun  without  danger  of  error.”  The  first  section 
authorizes  the  Canal  Commissioners  “  to  construct  a  navigable  feeder 
of  a  canal  from  French  creek  to  the  summit  level  at  Conneaut  Lake, 
sufficient  to  convey  at  least  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  cubic  feet 
of  water  per  second,  and  to  survey  and  locate  the  route  of  a  canal 
from  thence  to  Lake  Erie.”  These  Acts  indicate  in  language  not  to 
be  misunderstood,  that  the  connexion  with  Lake  Erie,  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  object  in  the  original  design  of  the  improvements.  This  is 
apparent  from  the  proceedings  of  the  able  and  talented  convention 
which  assembled  at  Harrisburg  in  August,  1825,  which  gave  the 
first  popular  impulse  to  the  system.  One  of  the  resolutions  of  that 
body,  declared  “  that  the  improvements  of  the  Commonwealth 
would  be  best  promoted,  and  the  foundations  of  her  prosperity  and 
happiness  most  securely  established  by  opening  an  entire  and  com¬ 
plete  communication  from  the  Susquehanna  to  the  Allegheny  and 
Ohio,  and  from  the  Allegheny  to  Lake  Erie.”  In  prosecution  of  the 
plan,  which  then  received  the  general  approbation,  on  the  9th  of  April, 
1827,  the  Legislature  directed  the  Canal  Commissioners  “  to  com¬ 
mence  operations  on  the  Feeder  from  French  creek  to  the  summit  level 
at  Conneaut  Lake,  and  to  contract  for  so  much  as  may  be  adapted 
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to  either  of  the  routes  in  contemplation,  for  the  purpose  of  connect¬ 
ing  the  Pennsylvania  canal  with  Lake  Erie.”  The  Act  of  the  24tli 
of  May,  1828,  authorized  the  residue  of  the  Feeder  to  be  put  under 
contract ;  and  on  the  22d  of  April,  1829,  a  law  was  passed  requiring 
the  Canal  Commissioners  to  locate  the  canal  'horn  Pittsburg  to  the 
borough  of  Erie.  These  repeated  Acts  of  the  Legislature  establish 
the  position  most  clearly,  that  what  is  now  called  the  Erie  Exten¬ 
sion,  was  originally  a  part  of  the  main  line  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal,  intended  to  be  completed  simultaneously  with  the  line  from 
the  Susquehanna  to  Pittsburg.  The  Pennsylvania  canal  is  empha¬ 
tically  the  water  communication  between  the  Susquehanna  and  Lake 
Erie.  On  the  21st  of  May,  1831,  appropriations  were  made  for  the 
canais  “from  the  Allegheny  river  to  the  French  creek  feeder,” 
known  as  the  Franklin  line,  and  from  Beaver  to  New  Castle,  now 
called  the  Beaver  Division.  Further  appropriations  were  made 
during  the  three  succeeding  years  for  the  -completion  of  the  French 
creek  feeder,  the  Franklin  and  Beaver  lines,  and  a  short  extension 
above  New  Castle  towards  Erie — but  none  of  the  zeal  and  energy, 
to  carry  on  the  work  to  the  Lake,  which  was  promised  in  1825,  was 
manifested  by  the  Legislature,  but  a  contrary  disposition  began  to 
predominate.  As  soon  as  the  canals  and  railroads  between  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  Pittsburg  were  completed,  they  were  called  the  main  line . 
while  the  unfinished  portions  were  denominated  “  Branches  or  Ex¬ 
tensions.”  By  the  use  of  these  terms,  an  impression  has  been  con¬ 
veyed  among  the  people  that  the  unfinished  lines  are  unnecessary, 
unprofitable  and  useless  projects,  unconnected  with  the  original  plan, 
which  has  excited  prejudices  among  those  who  have  not  examined 
the  subject,  against  all  further  appropriations.  The  proceedings  and 
petitions  relerred  to  your  committee,  exhibit  melancholy  evidence  of 
the  extent  to  which  these  unjust  and  illiberal  opinions  prevail  among 
an  honest  and  well  meaning  people. 

Besides  these  repeated  acts  of  the  Legislature  passed,  during  a 
number  of  years  in  succession,  by  which  the  public  faith  is  pledged 
to  complete  the  work,  subsequent  acts  have  settled  the  question,  so 
as  to  preclude  an  abandonment  now.  In  every  act  of  Assembly  from 
1830  to  1839,  a  clause  was  inserted,  prohibiting  the  Canal  Commis¬ 
sioners  from  incurring  any  debt  beyond  the  appropriation.  This 
clause  was  omitted  in  the  act  passed  9th  February,  1839,  which  ap¬ 
propriated  $250,000  to  the  Erie  Extension.  The  Act  of  the  19th  July, 
1839,  which  appropriated  $250,000  to  the  Conneaut  line,  (the  con¬ 
nexion  between  the  waters  of  French  creek  and  Lake  Erie,  author¬ 
ized  to  be  surveyed  in  1823,)  directed  the  Canal  Commissioners  to 
put  the  whole  line  under  contract  without  any  limitation.  They 
were  thus  authorized  to  incur  a  debt,  sufficient  for  the  completion  of 
the  canal.  The  direction  was  not  to  put  under  contract  to  the  amount 
of  the  appropriation,  but  to  the  whole  extent  required  to  finish  the 
line.  If  there  is  any  validity  in  a  contract,  the  Commonwealth  is 
legally  bound  to  fulfil  those  which  she  has  made  with  her  citizens. 
The  Contractors  claim  it  as  a  right,  that  they  shall  be  preserved  in- 
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violate.  The  State  has  the  power  to  refuse  to  perform  her  part  of 
the  obligations,  by  the  exercise  of  an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  author¬ 
ity,  to  her  own  disgrace,  and  the  destruction  of  all  confidence  in  her 
honor  and  integrity.  A  power,  which  no  nation  or  State  having  any 
claim  to  civilization,  has  ever  yet  boldly  exercised.  Is  there  a  soli¬ 
tary  individual  in  the  community,  possessing  the  ordinary  principles 
of  common  honesty,  who  can  sanction  such  an  unheard  of  proce¬ 
dure  ?  The  Contractors  are  not  the  only  persons  who  would  have  s' 
right  to  complain  of  the  gross  injustice  of  such  a  proceeding.  The 
entire  population  of  the  North- west  would  sustain  an  immense  loss, 
and  would  feel  the  effects  as  keenly  as  the  immediate  parties  to  the 
contracts.  Upon  the  faith  of  o! t  repeated  acts  of  the  Legislature,  au¬ 
thorizing  the  construction  of  this  canal,  that  section  of  the  country 
has  increased  in  numbers,  with  greater  rapidity  than  any  other  pars 
of  the  Commonwealth,  since  1830.  Towns  and  villages  have  been 
built  up  along  the  line  of  « anal,  and  improvements  of  every  descrip¬ 
tion  have  been  undertaken,  in  anticipation  of  the  early  completion  of 
the  work,  and  preparations  have  been  made  to  a  large  extent,  to 
adapt  the  business  to  the  new  avenues  of  hade,  to  which  it  will  give- 
rise.  Shall  all  the  expectations  and  hopes  of  the  people  be  arrested 
at  once,  without  cause  of  complaint  on  their  part? 

Is  it  not  enough,  to  wear  out  the  patience  of  the  people  by  long 
and  vexatious  delays  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  without  adding 
to  them,  the  innumerable  evils  which  must  attend  an  abandonment  ? 
The  uncertainty  which  has  marked  the  legislation  of  the  last  few 
years,  has  already  produced  distress,  and  a  general  depreciation  of 
property,  which  must  end  in  universal  bankruptcy  and  ruin,  unless 
means  are  promptly  provided  to  pay  up  the  debts  now  due  by  the 
Commonwealth.  If  this  work  shall  be  left  unfinished,-  a  deprecia¬ 
tion  of  property  will  continue,  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  whole  cost, 
of  the  canal,  in  the  counties  of  Erie,  Crawford  and  Mercer,  alone. 
To  illustrate  the  effect  which  the  construction  of  this  canal  has  had 
on  the  population  of  the  country,  and  to  show  the  confidence  which 
people  have  reposed  in  the  ultimate  completion  of  the  work,  we  offer 
a  comparison  of  the  population  of  the  townships  though  which  the 
canal  passes,  with  those  in  the  same  counties,  situate  off  the  line 

Erie  County.— -Population  according  to  the  census  of  1840, 

of  the  townships  and  boroughs,  6  in  num¬ 
ber,  contiguous  to  the  canal,  16,162 

All  other  townships  and  boroughs,  seventeen 
in  number,  comprising  three-fourths  of 
the  territory,  15,253 

Average  of  Canal  townships,  each  2,308 

64  of  all  others,  897 


Crawford  County. — Population  of  the  townships  and  bo¬ 
roughs,  contiguous  to  the  canal 
and  French  creek  feeder,  thirteen  in 
number,  19,511 

All  other  townships,  fourteen  in  num¬ 
ber,  12,251 

Average  of  canal  townships,  1,500 

“  “  all  others,  comprising  the 

greatest  territory,  875 

Mercer  County. — Population  of  townships  contiguous  to 

canal,  eight  in  number,  and  two  bor¬ 
oughs,  17,914 

All  other  townships,  eight  in  number, 

and  one  borough,  14,859 

Average  of  canal  townships,  each,  2,239 

“  tk  ether  townships,  each,  1,832 


The  three  boroughs,  two  of  which  are  on  the  canal,  are  each 
nearly  equal  in  population. 

From  this  statement,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  in  the  popu¬ 
lation  lias  been  owing  mainly  to  the  expectations  founded  on  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  canal,  which  have  induced  emigrants  to  settle  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  invest  their  capital  in  the  purchase  of  property  in  its  vicinity. 
Would  not  an  abandonment  now  be  a  manifest  breach  of  public  faith 
and  a' palpable  injustice  towards  the  people?  Your  committee  are 
unwilling  to  believe  that  any  considerable  portion  of  the  people  of 
the  State  desire  the  perpetration  of  such  an  act ;  but  if  neither  the 
value  of  the  improvement,  nor  the  faith  of  the  State,  in  the  opinion  of 
some,  are  sufficient  reasons  for  a  further  appropriation,  perhaps  a  due 
regard  for  economy  may  prevail  upon  them  to  yield  their  opposition. 

In  the  present  embarrassed  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  it  is  the  dictate  of  prudence  to  save  the  investments  aF 
ready  made  in  the  improvements  without  further  loss.  By  the  report 
of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  it  will  be  observed,  that  the  actual  loss 
which  the  Commonwealth  will  sustain  by  an  abandonment  will  ex¬ 
ceed  the  cost  of  completion,  without  computing  the  losses  on  the 
Franklin  line  and  finished  portions  of  the  Erie  Extension.  The  esti¬ 
mates  are  founded  on  official  data  in  their  office,  and  the  experience  of 
those  intimately  acquainted  with  the  subject.  So  far  as  your  commit¬ 
tee  have  been  able  to  examine  them,  they  feel  satisfied  that  they  are  in 
the  aggregate,  rather  under  the  actual  amount,  which  will  be  sustained. 
There  are  some  items  of  considerable  magnitude  which  have  been 
overlooked,  and  which  will  swell  the  amount  to  a  much  higher  sum. 
No  estimate  has  been  made  of  the  damage  to  farmers  and  others  along 
the  French  Creek  Feeder.  These  cases  were  assessed  under  the 
old  law,  by  viewers  appointed  by  the  court,  at  a  time  when  the  most 
visionary  ideas  were  entertained  of  the  advantages  of  the  canal,  in 
consequence  of  which,  as  a  general  rule,  no  damages  were  allowed 
to  farmers,  although  it  was  well  known  that  a  very  great  injury  was 
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sustained  by  all  of  them.  This  feeder  runs  along  the  foot  of  the  hill 
on  the  east  side  of  French  creek  from  the  aqueduct,  eight  miles  below 
Meadville,  to  Bemus’  Mill,  nearly  two  miles  above  it,  cutting  off  the 
valuable  bottom  land  along  the  creek  from  the  upland,  and,  in  many 
cases,  doing  extensive  injury  to  the  property.  Fifty  thousand  dollars 
would  be  a  low  estimate  for  these  cases,  including  the  damages  in 
the  borough  of  Meadville,  and  on  the  line  from  the  aqueduct  over 
French  ceeek  to  Conneaut  Lake.  The  damages  sustained  on  the 
Franklin  line,  which  are,  perhaps,  greater  than  on  any  other  portion 
of  canal  of  equal  extent  in  the  State,  must  also  be  re-assessed  if  the 
advantages  of  the  canal  are  taken  away,  as  these  advantages  were 
taken  into  consideration  in  making  the  assessments,  and  in  procuring 
releases  from  the  owners  of  property.  In  some  cases,  the  entire 
crops  have  been  destroyed  by  the  dams,  and  other  obstructions  caused 
by  the  canal.  Eighty  thousand  dollars  would  be  a  small  allowance 
for  these  losses.  These  sums,  added  to  the  estimate  of  the  Canal 
Commissioners,  make  the  sum  of  $526,323  00,  which  the  State 
would  have  to  payout  on  the  abandonment  of  the  work,  while  the 
whole  amount  of  the  unfinished  work  under  contract  is  only  $444,000. 
The  amount  of  money  expended  by  the  Commonwealth  is  $2,059,- 
507  00,  while  the  loss  on  an  abandonment  would  exceed  four  millions 
and  a  half.  Even  a  suspension  of  the  work  for  one  year  would  be 
a  loss  of  $256,237  50  ;  but  for  the  details  and  estimates  of  the  cost  of 
abandonment  or  supervision,  we  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Canal  Com¬ 
missioners  on  the  subject,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed.  There  are 
about  forty-six  miles  of  the  canal,  extending  from  the  Beaver  division 
to  three  miles  above  Greenville,  now  finished  and  in  operation,  which 
would  become  nearly  useless  by  an  abandonment,  while  an  expendi¬ 
ture  of  $37,000,  and  the  repair  of  the  French  Creek  Feeder  would 
complete  the  line  to  Conneaut  Lake,  which  would  bring  into  use 
about  eighty  miles  of  canal,  including  the  feeder. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  details  respecting  the  North  Branch 
canal,  as  the  reasons  which  have  been  given  against  an  abandonment 
of  the  Erie  Extension,  are  applicable  to  this  improvement  in  almost 
every  particular. 

This  canal  was  undertaken  by  the  Act  of  the  9th  April,  1827,  by 
which  the  Canal  Commissioners  were  required  to  locate  and  put 
under  contract  a  canal  up  the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna  to  North¬ 
umberland,  and  to  examine  and  survey  a  route  from  Northumberland 
up  the  North  Branch  to  the  State  line.  On  the  24th  of  March,  1828, 
the  Legislature  directed  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  “  locate  and 
contract  for  making  canal,  locks,  and  other  works  necessary  thereto,” 
from  Northumberland  to  the  New  York  State  line,  on  the  North 
Branch,  making  fourteen  years  since  that  line  was  authorized  to  be 
put  under  contract  by  law.  The  late  contracts  are  not  limited  to  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation,  but,  like  those  on  the  Erie  Extension, 
extend  to  the  completion  of  the  work,  thereby  incurring  an  obligation 
on  the  Commonwealth  by  positive  enactment  to  finish  the  line. 
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The  trade  of  this  canal  is  admitted  by  all  to  be  of  the  most  profita¬ 
ble  kind. 

The  amount  of  coal  and  iron  which  will  find  an  outlet  to  market 
through  this  canal  will  be  almost  incalculable.  In  the  present  unfin¬ 
ished  and  dilapidated  condition  of  the  work,  the  amount  of  tolls  re* 
ceived  on  coal  for  the  year  1841  was  $40,001).  There  is  but  little 
doubt  but  that  the  tolls  would  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  upon 
the  cost  of  construction  as  soon  as  the  whole  line  can  be  completed 
and  opened  far  navigation. 

The  entire  cost  of  the  canal,  when  finished,  will  amount  to 
$3,646,692  14,  of  which  the  sum  of  $1,958,600  has  been  paid  by 
the  Commonwealth.  The  sum  of  $389,672  41  remains  due  and  un¬ 
paid  for  want  of  means,  leaving  $1,298,416  03  the  sum  required  to 
finish  the  work.  The  committee  are  unable  to  furnish  an  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  abandonment.  All  that  has  been  expended,  and  the  amount 
now  due,  with  annually  accruing  interest,  would  be  lost  to  the  State, 
while  the  damages  to  contractors,  landholders,  and  others,  would,  no 
doubt,  amount  to  a  large  sum.  But  can  any  person  of  sane  mind 
seriously  entertain  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  to  abandon  this 
work  than  to  complete  it,  when  the  abandonment  would  be  an  im¬ 
mense  loss,  and  the  completion  an  immense  gain  to  the  wealth  and 
resources  of  the  State  ? 

One  of  the  resolutions  of  the  meeting  which  has  been  referred  to 
your  committee,  declares  4i  that  the  issue  is  now  made  up  between 
abandonment  of  our  public  works  or  repudiation,”  which  your  com¬ 
mittee  understand  to  mean,  that  if  the  unfinished  lines  are  not  aban¬ 
doned,  the  Commonwealth  will  refuse  to  pay  the  State  debt.  This 
is  a  very  extraordinary  proposition,  leading  to  alarming  consequen¬ 
ces  on  public  credit.  An  abandonment  of  work  under  contract,  in 
pursuance  of  laws  passed  by  competent  authority,  is  repudiation,  as 
directly  and  effectually  as  the  refusal  to  pay  the  debts,  contracted 
under  laws  of  no  higher  validity.  Both  are  the  offspring  of  the  con¬ 
stitutional  powers  of  the  Legislature,  and  rest  on  the  same  basis  of 
public  faith.  Your  committee  cannot  make  a  distinction  between  the 
two  cases.  Their  conclusions  are  the  reverse  of  the  views  of  the 
meeting,  as  expressed  in  their  resolutions  ,*  for  if  the  State,  under  all 
the  circumstances,  can  so  far  forget  the  obligations  which  she  owes 
to  her  citizens,  as  t©  violate  her  engagements  with  them  at  an  im¬ 
mense  sacrifice  both  to  herself  and  to  her  own  people — we  can  see 
no  reason  why  she  would  not  repudiate  her  debt  for  her  own  gain. 
But  we  trust  neither  will  ever  find  favor  among  an  honest  people  — 
We  have  no  doubt  that  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  being  adopt¬ 
ed  without  due  reflection,  do  not  express  the  opinions  which  the 
same  people  would  arrive  at,  on  an  investigation  of  the  subject. 

The  committee  recommend  the  immediate  completion  of  the  un¬ 
finished  lines  under  contract  as  a  saving  to  the  Commonwealth,  and 
a  measure  of  justice  to  a  people,  wearied  out  with  the  tedious  and 
reluctant  measures  heretofore  most  unwisely  adopted.  But  if  the 
Legislature  determine  to  abandon  the  work,  we  earnestly  hope,  that 
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every  vestige  of  it  will  be  immediately  removed,  out  of  a  due  regard 
to  the  property  and  health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  so  that  no  monu- 
ment  of  our  folly  and  disgrace  may  remain  to  posterity. 

The  committee  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject. 


Canal  Commissioners  Room, 
Harrisburg ,  Feb .  17,  1842. 

Hon.  James  R.  Snowden, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sir  : — In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  Pennsylvania  of  the  9th  inst.,  requiring  the  Canal  Commissioners 
4‘  to  furnish,  at  an  early  day,  an  estimate  of  the  expense  which  the 
Commonwealth  will  subject  herself  to  by  an  abandonment  of  the  Erie 
Extension  also,  “  an  estimate  of  damages  by  a  suspension  of  that 
work  for  one  year/’  the  following  estimates  are  respectfully  pre¬ 
sented. 

That  portion  of  the  canal  extending  from  New  Castle  pool  to  Green¬ 
ville  having  been  finished  and  opened  for  public  use,  is  not  embraced 
in  the  calculation  herewith  submitted. 

In  estimating  the  cost  of  abandoning  the  remainder  of  the  line, 
from  Greenville  to  Erie,  it  has  been  deemed  convenient  to  arrange  it 
under  different  items  or  heads. 

Item  No.  1,  shows  the  probable  damage  that  the  State  would  be 
compelled  to  pay  to  contractors. 

Past  experience  has  shown  that  in  works  so  nearly  completed  as 
those  ou  the  Erie  Extension,  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  amount  remain¬ 
ing  unfinished  is  a  near  approximation  to  a  reasonable  allowance. 

Item  No.  2,  contains  a  statement  of  the  damages  claimed  by  land¬ 
holders  along  the  line,  on  file  in  this  office,  not  yet  acted  upon. 

Item  No.  3,  shows  the  amount  of  similar  claims,  upon  which  some 
action  has  been  taken  by  the  Board,  but  few  of  which  have  been  set¬ 
tled  or  paid. 

Item  No.  4,  is  an  estimate  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  cases  of 
land  damages  not  yet  applied  for.  Among  these,  are  one  hundred 
and  forty-three  cases  between  Greenville  and  Erie,  of  persons  who 
have  given  written  releases  upon  the  implied  condition  that  the  canal 
would  be  completed.  But  if  it  is  to  be  abandoned  their  releases  will 
be  null  and  void,  and  those  who  gave  them  can  justly  enter  claims 
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for  exemplary  damages.  The  estimate  submitted  is  believed  to  be  a 
moderate  one. 

Item  No.  5,  refers  to  one  hundred  and  forty-four  cases  of  land  da¬ 
mage  claims  which  have  been  presented  under  the  impression  that 
the  Erie  Extension  is  to  be  completed.  These  eases  are  referred  to 
in  items  Nos.  2  and  3.  The  additional  estimate  of  $250  each  (upon 
an  average  )  upon  these  claims,  is  set  down  as  a  reasonable  conside¬ 
ration  for  the  non-completion  of  the  canal,  and  for  the  land  occupied 
by  it ;  these  original  claims  being  founded  on  the  assumption  that 
some  advantage  was  to  be  derived  when  the  canal  should  bo  in  ope¬ 
ration,  and  do  not  include  charge  for  land. 

Item  No.  6,  shows  the  interest  for  one  year  upon  the  amount  ex¬ 
pended  oh  the  line  between  Greenville  and  Erie. 

Item  No.  7,  contains  a  statement  of  the  interest  which  must  be 
.paid,  after  the  present  year,  up  to  the  average  period  of  reimburse¬ 
ment  of  the  several  loans  which  have  been  made  for  carrying  on  the 
work  between  Greenville  and  Erie. 

Item  No.  8,  shows  the  amount  of  capital  invested  between  Green¬ 
ville  and  Erie,  which,  if  the  work  is  abandoned,  may  be  considered  x 
-as  sunk  to  the  Commonwealth.  It  is  also  proper  to  mention  here, 
that,  in  the  event  of  an  abandonment  of  the  Erie  Extension,  the  total 
amount  expended  on  the  French  Creek  Feeder,  being  over  four  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  dollars,  may  also  be  considered  a  dead  loss  to  the 
State,  but  is  not  included  in  the  items  submitted. 

The  abandonment  of  the  Erie  Extension  will  cause  a  vast  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  present  value  of  land  and  every  species  of  property  in 
.North-western  Pennsylvania,  and  to  a  very  considerable  extent 
lessen  the  ability  of  that  section  of  the  State  to  bear  taxation  for  the 
general  purposes  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  assessments  must 
undergo  a  corresponding  reduction,  in  proportion  to  this  diminished 
value,  and  thus  it  will  be  seen  that  every  tax  payer  in  the  State  has 
a  direct  interest  in  the  immediate  completion  of  this  improvement. 

The  suspension  of  the  work  on  the  Erie  Extension  for  one  year 
involves  other  considerations,  some  of  which  are  adverted  to  in  the 
annexed  estimate  of  the  cost  attending  this  measure. 

Item  No.  1 — Contains  an  estimate  of  the  damages  which  the  State 
will  be  compelled  to  pay  contractors ,  should  a  suspension  for  one 
year  be  ordered — set  down  at  10  percent,  upon  the  amount  of  work 
remaining  unfinished.  This  is  believed  to  be  a  near  approximation 
to  the  actual  sum  that  could  be  fairly  and  equitably  awarded. 

Items  Nos.  2,  3,  4  &  5 — Contain  an  estimate  of  the  anticipated 
injury  the  various  works  mentioned  will  sustain,  if  they  are  left  in 
their  present  unprotected  state,  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  ele¬ 
ments.  The  contractors,  even  should  any  of  them  choose  to  remain 
in  their  vicinity,  would  have  no  inducement  to  expend  their  own 
means  in  guarding  them  from  danger  or  dilapidation,  while  the  com¬ 
munity,  generally,  feeling  no  individual  interest  in  their  preservation, 
could  not  be  expected  to  lend  the  slightest  aid.  So  that  the  work,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  would,  for  the  time  being,  be  abandoned. 
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That  the  gross  amount  set  down  under  these  heads  is  far  from 
being  exaggerated,  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  the  repairs  of 
a  portion  of  the  Shenango  line  which  had  been  finished  and  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  contractors,  has  already  cost  the  State  up¬ 
wards  of  $40,000,  nearly  all  of  which  would  have  been  avoided  had 
the  whole  line  been  simultaneously  finished,  and  the  water  regularly 
admitted. 

Item  No.  6-— Contains  an  estimate  of  the  additional  damages  to 
land  owners.  When  it  is  known  that  many  farms  have  been  thrown 
open  or  kept  in  confusion  during  the  construction  of  this  work,  with 
new  roads  cut  through  them  leading  to  and  from  quarries,  timber 
lands,  &c. ;  and  that  some  of  the  most  valuable  fields  are  now  lum¬ 
bered  up  with  stone,  timber,  plank,  and  other  materials  appertaining 
to  the  unfinished  works  ;  and  when  we  consider  the  inconvenience 
to  which,  during  this  period,  the  farmers  must  necessarily  be  sub¬ 
jected,  the  amount  set  down  cannot  seem  unreasonable. 

Item  No.  7 — Relates  to  the  interest  upon  the  amount  expended 
between  Greenville  and  Erie,  which  the  State  must  provide  for 
whether  the  work  is  suspended  or  not.  It  is  fairly  chargeable  to  the 
suspension  for  a  year,  inasmuch  as  the  completion  of  the  canal  one 
year  sooner,  would  enable  the  Commonwealth  to  obtain  means  rom 
tolls  to  paj’  towards  this  interest. 

Item  No.  8-~Contains  an  estimate  of  the  additional  cost  of  com¬ 
pleting  the  works,  (after  they  should  he  resumed,)  which  will  be 
occasioned  by  re-letting  work,  &c. 

We  have  abundant  evidence  in  the  records  of  re-lettings  to  guide 
in  the  decision  of  this  question,  and  the  estimate  is  confidently  sub¬ 
mitted  as  a  near  approach  to  the  probable  result. 

Item  No.  9-— Expense  of  an  agent  or  clerk.  It  must  be  evident 
that  some  officer  should  be  retained  to  take  charge  of  the  books,  pa¬ 
pers,  &c.,  and  of  the  works  and  the  valuable  materials  along  the 
line. 


ESTIMATE  OF  THE  COST  OF  ABANDONING  THE  WORK 

ON  THE  ERIE  EXTENSION. 


From  Greenville  to  Erie. 

Item  No.  1. —-Damages  to  contractors,  20  percent,  on 
8444,000,00.  The  amount  under  con¬ 
tract  remaining  unfinished  Dec.,  1841, 
Item  No.  2. — damages  to  land  owners  on  file  in  com¬ 
missioners  office  not  yet  acted  upon, 
Item  No.  3.  —  Damage  cases  acted  on  by  the  Board, 
not  paid  or  settled, 

Item  No.  4 — -Cases  not  yet  applied  for,  one  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  average,  8500  each, 


88,800  00 
80,000  00 
94,023  00 
97,500  00 
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Item  No.  5. — One  hundred  and  forty- four  cases  which 
do  not  include  damages  for  land  occu¬ 
pied  by  canal,  average,  8250  each,  36,000  00 

Item  No.  6. — Interest  on  amount  of  cost  from  Green¬ 
ville  to  Erie,  5  per  cent,  on  82,059,- 
507  00  for  one  year,  102.975  00 

Item  No.  7. — Interest  for  eighteen  years,  till  1861, 
the  average  time  of  reimbursement  of 
the  loans,  1,853,100  00 

Item  No.  8. — Capital  to  be  paid  at  the  end  of  the  ave¬ 
rage  period  of  reimbursement,  2,059,507  00 


Total, 


84,411,905  00 
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ESTIMATE  OF  THE  COST  OF  SUSPENDING  THE  WORK 
ON  THE  ERIE  EXTENSION  FOR  ONE  YEAR. 


From  Greenville  to  Erie. 


1.  The  amount  of  work  under  contract  and  not  finished 

is  8444,000  00  ;  the  damages  to  contractors  from 
being  thrown  out  of  employment,  sacrifice  of 
horses,  provisions,  &c.,  10  percent,  or 

2.  Injury  to  thirty-three  partly  finished  locks,  by  wash¬ 

ing  of  embankments  and  puddling;  loss  of  timber, 
plank,  and  other  materials,  average,  $400  per  lock, 

3.  Injury  to  sixty-one  finished  locks  by  washing  of 

embankments  and  exposure  of  the  gates  to  the 
sun,  canal  not  being  filled  with  water,  average, 
$150  per  lock, 

4.  Injury  to  sixty-seven  miles  of  finished  and  partly 

finished  canal  by  washing  of  banks,  which  will 
be  very  much  greater  than  if  the  line  was  filled 
with  water,  and  under  constant  supervision,  ave¬ 
rage,  $300  per  mile, 

5.  Injury  to  aqueducts,  bridges,  culverts,  waste  wiers, 

&c.,  by  washing,  loss  of  timber,  plank,  and 
other  materials, 

6.  Additional  damages  to  land  owners  from  having 

their  fields  thrown  open  and  their  farms  kept  in 
disorder  one  year  longer, 

7.  Interest  for  one  year  on  $2,059,507  00,  being  cost 

from  Greenville  to  Erie,  average  being  5  per  cent, 


$44,400  00 
13,200  00 

9,150  00 

20,100  00 

6,500  00 

15,000  00 
102,975  00 
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8.  In  the  event  of  a  suspension  of  the  work  for  one 

year,  or,  indefinitely,  the  retained  per  centage 
should,  injustice,  be  paid.  Upon  resuming  ope¬ 
rations  at  a  subsequent  period,  it  would  be  found 
that  two  thirds  of  the  present  contractors  would 
not  return,  and  work  to  the  amount  of  $293, 334  00 
would  probably  be  re-let  at  an  advance  of  15  per 
cent,  or  44,000  00 

9.  The  salary  of  a  clerk  to  take  charge  of  the  books, 

papers,  and  other  property  of  the  Commonwealth, 
embracing  all  materials  delivered  and  not  placed 
in  the  work,  which  has  been  estimated,  average 
82,50  per  day,  912  50 


Total,  8256,237  50 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  B.  BUTLER, 

President. 


*♦*»»§  ®  0<>»— 


Minority  Report  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Com¬ 
mittee. 


Mr.  Cochran,  from  the  same  committee,  submitted  the  following: 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im¬ 
provements,  begs  leave  respectfully  to  dissent  from  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  in  the  report  of  the  majority.  Having  had  an  opportunity 
only  a  few  moments  before  the  meeting  of  the  Senate  this  morning 
to  glance  at  its  statements,  he  does  not  propose  to  enter  into  an  argu¬ 
ment  on  the  subject,  or  to  cavil  at  the  correctness  of  any  of  the  sta¬ 
tistics  which  it  contains.  All  these  may  be,  and  no  doubt  are  cor¬ 
rect  ;  and  yet  they  do  not  affect  the  substance  of  the  question  which 
arose  before  the  committee  on  the  memorials  referred  to  them,  of  a 
suspension  or  abandonment  of  the  further  prosecution  of  the  work 
on  the  unfinished  lines  of  public  improvement.  The  propriety  of 
this  course  is  justified  by  a  reference  to  the  absolute  inability  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  complete  the  design  contemplated  at  the  inception 
of  those  undertakings.  With  an  empty  treasury — a  credit  depre- 
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ciated  to  a  discount  of  fifty  per  cent — a  people  oppressed  with  tax¬ 
ation — the  prices  of  their  produce  reduced,  and  the  currency  vitiated 
to  an  extraordinary  degree,  it  would  be  financial  madness  to  attempt 
to  effect  the  purposes  of  days  of  prosperity  and  unembarrassed  re¬ 
sources.  All  experience  has  taught  us  that  these  works,  so  far  as 
completed,  have  failed  to  realize  the  sanguine  anticipations  of  their 
projectors,  and  hang  like  a  mill-stone  upon  the  treasury  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  instead  of  adding  to  its  means.  W«  have  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  unfinished  lines  would  prove  more  profitable 
than  those  which  have  thus  so  signally  disappointed  the  hopes  and 
predictions  of  their  friends.  No  wonder  that  under  these  circum¬ 
stances  the  people  have  become  agitated,  and  have  appealed  to  their 
representatives  to  stay  the  further  prosecution  of  enterprizes,  which 
must  involve  the  State  in  ruin,  and  prevent  her  in  all  human  proba¬ 
bility  from  ever  retrieving  the  integrity  of  her  plighted  faith.  The 
voice  of  necessity  and  wisdom  dictates  this  course;  and  if  injustice 
must  be  done  to  any,  or  suffering  endured,  the  voice  of  patriotism 
calls  upon  the  friends  of  the  unfinished  canals  to  acquiesce  in  the 
abandonment  of  their  favorite  plans  by  the  Commonwealth,  who 
finds  herself  totally  destitute  of  the  means  necessary  to  proceed  far¬ 
ther,  after  having  involved  herself  in  inextricable  embarrassments  in 
her  efforts  to  comply  with  the  wishes,  and  advance  the  prosperity 
of  that  portion  of  her  citizens.  Entertaining  these  views,  the  under¬ 
signed  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  a  compliance  on  the  part  of  the 
Legislature  in  the  course  recommended  by  the  Lancaster  county  pe- 
tioners,  and  the  people  who  assembled  in  public  meeting  in  North¬ 
ampton  county. 
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THOS.  E.  COCHRAN. 


Memorial  of  an  Improvement  Convention,  held  at 
Tunkhannock,  Pennsylvania,  December  28,  1841. 


Presented  to  the  Senate  March  3,  1842,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  connexion 

with  the  foregoing  report 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Legislature  of 

Pennsylvania. 

The  undersigned  were  appointed  a  committee  to  address  a  memo¬ 
rial  to  your  honorable  bodies  at  an  Improvement  Convention,  held 
by  the  citizens  of  the  Northern  counties  of  the  Commonwealth  at 
Tunkhannock  on  the  29th  day  of  December  last ;  and  in  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  that  duty  they  are  obliged  to  repeat  and  urge  upon  your 
consideration  many  of  those  reasons  and  arguments  which  have  here¬ 
tofore  been  presented  to  the  attention  of  preceeding  Legislatures,  for 
the  completion  of  a  work  of  so  much  interest  to  the  State  and  conve¬ 
nience  to  the  public  as  the  North  Branch  Canal.  Whatever  opinions 
may  have  been  entertained  in  the  commencement  of  the  system  of 
internal  improvement,  it  is  no  longer  doubtful  that  whatever  tends  to 
facilitate  the  transportation  of  commodities  between  counties,  or  states, 
adds  not  only  to  the  comfort,  but  to  the  wealth  or  property  of  all ; 
and  consequently  every  one  whether  a  vender  or  purchaser  is  alike 
benefited.  Also,  whatever  views  in  the  beginning  were  had  as  to  the 
utility  of  this  branch,  it  is  believed,  that  all  unite  in  the  conviction  that 
it  is  second  to  none  in  importance  and  interest,  passing  as  it  undoubt¬ 
edly  does  through  the  richest  mineral  valley  of  the  State.  Fourteen 
years  have  intervened  since  the  work  was  commenced,  and  in  refer¬ 
ring,  brieflly,  to  its  history,  we  cannot  avoid  the  conclusion,  that  it 
has  depended  mostly  for  its  support  on  its  certain  usefulness  and  pro¬ 
fit,  and  that  the  pledged  faith  of  the  commonwealth  in  the  hands  of 
each  successive  Legislature,  has  required  considerable  goading  to  keep 
measued  pace  with  slow-footed  justice.  In  1828  this  canal  was  com¬ 
menced,  and  fifty-six  miles  of  it,  extending  from  Northumberland  to 
Nanticoke  were  completed  in  1830,  at  a  cost  of  Si, 093, 051  39.  The 
adjoining  portion,  seventeen  miles,  from  Nanticoke  to  Lackawanna, 
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was  placed  under  contract  in  1830,  and  completed  in  1834,  at  a  cost 
of  $302,234  43,  making  the  aggregate  cost  of  the  two  lower  divisions 
$1,395,285  82.  The  next  portion,  called  the  Tioga  line,  extending 
from  the  village  of  Athens  to  Wyalusing,  a  distance  of  thirty-six 
miles,  was  placed  under  contract  in  1836.  The  last  portion  called 
the  “  Tunkhannock  line”  extending  from  Wyalusing  to  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna,  a  distance  of  fifty-four  miles,  was  commenced  in  1838.  The 
whole  distance  from  the  state  line  to  Lackawanna  is  as  follows  : 


From  State  line  to  Athens, 

4  miles  and 

88  rods 

“  Athens  to  Wyalusing, 

35  “ 

4C 

224  “ 

“  Wyalusing  to  Lackawanna, 

54  “ 

u 

76  “ 

Total, 

94 

68 

The  amount  of  work  done  is  $2,350,000  00  without  fractions. 

Remaining  to  be  done,  $1,400,000  00. 

The  whole  distance  is  embraced  in  185  sections,  of  which  sixty-two 
are  finished,  making  thirty-two  and  a  half  miles. 

Three-fourths  of  the  work  on  the  other  sixty-four  sections  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  thirty-six  miles,  is  done  ;  and  the  remaining  fifty-nine  sections, 
all  light  work,  a  distance  of  twenty. five  and  a  half  miles,  are  not  un¬ 
der  contract. 

RECAPITULATION. 

62  sections  32$  miles,  finished. 

64  “  36  “  three  fourths  of  the  work  at  least  done. 

59  “  25$  “  all  light  work,  not  under  contract. 

185  94 

For  the  above  lines  appropriations  have  been  made  as  follows,  viz: 


$150,000 

00, 

18th 

February, 

1836. 

100,000 

00, 

9th 

January, 

1838. 

300,000 

00, 

14th 

April, 

1838. 

230,000 

00, 

9th 

February, 

1839. 

400,000 

00, 

18th 

July, 

1839. 

600,000 

00, 

nth 

July, 

1840. 

513,714 

92, 

4th 

May, 

1841, 

Total,  $2,243,714  92 

From  this  amount  already  expended,  together  with  the  sums  paid 
for  damages,  the  State  never  can  derivive  any  benefit  until  the  canal 
shall  have  been  completed.  The  interest  must  he  paid  whether  it 
he  finished  or  not ,  AND  THIS  WILL  BE  ANNUALLY  SOME 
$112,500.  Assuming  twenty  years  as  the  period  of  time  which  the 
loans  are  to  run,  out  of  which  the  foregoing  appropriations  were  made 
and  the  rate  of  interest  five  per  cent,  it  will  readily  be  perceived  that 
the  State  must  pay  in  the  item  of  interest  at  least  EIGHT  HUN¬ 
DRED  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  MORE  THAN  THE  SUM  ( which 
if  now  furnished)  IT  WOULD  TAKE  TO  COMPLETE  THE  CA 
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NAL  AND  RENDER  IT  a  SOURCE  OF  REVENUE.  Concern¬ 
ing  this  fact  there  can  be  no  equivocation,  for  as  certain  as  the  state 
is  a  debtor,  so  surely  must  the  principal  and  interest  ot  her  loans  be 
paid.  True  economy  and  wisdom  would  therefore  suggest  as  the  right 
policy,  a  further  expenditure  for  works  in  progress,  to  render  the  in¬ 
vestments  already  made  in  them  productive,  however  small  the  per 
cent  they  may  yield.  If  the  receipts  for  the  first  year  when  the  canal 
should  be  put  in  operation,  were  only  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses* 
repairs,  and  a  part  of  the  interest,  the  State  would  gain  largely,  even 
if  it  made  a  heavy  sacrifice  to  accomplish  the  completion. 

Observation  and  experience  teach  us,  that  the  increase  of  tonnage 
on  all  Improvements  passing  through  sections  of  our  country  where 
mineral  wealth  abounds,  whether  of  Coal,  Iron, Salt  or  Gypsum*  is  not 
only  great*  but  surprizing.  And  it  is  fair  and  reasonable  to  infer,  that 
this  would  be  the  case  on  the  North  Branch*  If,  then,  this  canal,  du¬ 
ring  the  first  year  of  its  operation  fall  short  in  its  receipts  say  $100,- 
000,  of  the  sum  necessary  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  its  con¬ 
struction,  the  repairs  and  expenses;  and  suppose  the  like  result  to  oc¬ 
cur  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  (which  would  be  impossible)  the 
State  would  be  TWO  MILLIONS  better  off,  exclusive  of  damages , 
than  if  it  now  abandoned  the  work,  refunded  the  money  expended 
at  the  period  stated,  and  paid  a  like  amount  in  interest.  But  all 
know  that  such  would  not  be  the  result.  Grant  that  it  might  be  for 
the  first  year,  until,  the  facilities  for  transportating  were  prepared  and 
employed,  and  taking  as  a  criterion  the  coal  trade  of  the  Schuylkill, 
and  to  it  in  that  respect  perhaps  this  canal  would  more  correctly  com¬ 
pare  than  any  other,  the  increased  trade  of  the  fourth  year  would  af¬ 
ford  a  profit  in  tolls  of  Two  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars. 

In  an  abandonment  of  this  work,  which  suicidal  policy  we  trust  no 
one  in  either  of  your  Honorable  bodies  will  entertain  for  a  moment, 
the  question  of  damages  is  one  of  great  consideration.  We  have  no 
data  by  which  to  determine  their  amount.  Many,  well  informed, 
upon  the  subject  are  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  they  would  closely 
approximate,  if  not  equal  the  sum  required  J or  completion.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  claims  lor  demands  would  be  unquestionably  ba* 
lanced  by  benefits  derived  from  the  canal  When  finished  ;  but  should 
the  work  be  abandoned,  there  could  be  no  set  off  of  advantages,  and 
these  claims,  many  of  them  aggravated  and  of  long  standing,  would 
justly  require  prompt  satisfaction  from  the  commonwealth.  In  the  hope 
and  confidence  of  a  safe  and  easy  means  of  transportation  to  market, 
our  whole  people  have  borne  with  exemplary  patience  the  inconveni¬ 
ence  and  losses  to  which  they  have  been  snbjected.  Not  only  have  our 
farmers,  almost  without  murmur,  had  the  fairest  portions  of  their  soil 
cut  up,  and  laid  waste,  but  all  classes  have  been  the  sufferers  from  the 
dams  erected  in  the  river.  We  earnestly  solicit  that  this  subject, 
which  has  been  so  recently  urged  upon  you  in  the  able  message  of  the 
Executive,  and  in  the  excellent  report  of  the  Canal  Commisioners,  may 
be  allowed  that  weight  and  influence  in  your  deliberations  to  which  it 
is  properly  entitled. 
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The  coal  fields  through  which  this  canal  passes  are  objects  of  grea! 
interest,  for  m  that  valuable  and  inexhaustable  mineral  more  than  any 
other,  does  the  great  wealth  of  our  State  consist,  and  from  the  tolls  on 
its  transportation  is  the  Treasury  to  be  filled,  and  the  State  ultimately 
to  be  released  from  its  embarassments. 

In  relation  to  the  extent  and  quality  of  coal  in  the  valleys  of  the 
Wyoming  and  Lackawanna,'  we  quote  Irom  the  report  of  a  committee 
primed  by  order  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  May  23d,  1840: 

“  The  Wyoming  Coal  valley  is  about  sixty  miles  long  and  five  miles- 
wide,  covering  an  area  of  at  leasi  three  hundred  square  miles  orsone 
hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  acres.  The  editor  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Journal  of  Science  and  Arts,  (Professor  Silliman)  who  explored 
the  valley,  says:  “that  seven  veins  of  coal  had  been  discovered  and 
whether  there  are  more  than  seven  “  except  as  a  matter  of  science 
there  is  no  necessity  of  deciding  j  for  the  quantity  of  workable  coal 
in.  the  valley  is  altogether  inexhaustable.”  Vol/18,  page  312  :  The 
several  veins  discovered  and  probed,  amount  in  thickness  to  about 
seventy  feet,  which  according  to  the  usual  estimate  of  coal,  will  give 
119,000  tons  of  coal  per  acre,  or  an  aggregate  of  22,848,000,000  of 
tons  in  the  valley.  If  only  one  half  of  this  immense  region  could  be‘ 
worked,  and  no  other  veins  should  be  discovered,  there  would  be  suf¬ 
ficient  coal  to  sustain  an  annual  export  of  eleven  millions  of  tons  for 
a  thousand  years.”  The  coal  formation  of  the  Lackawanna  is  a  con- 
tinuation  of  that  of  Wyoming.  Other  experiments  and  competent' 
Geologists  who  have  made  thorough  examinations  find  eighty-one  feet 
depth  of  coal,  each  foot  area  on  the  acre  gives  one  thousand  tons,- 
twenty-five  per  cent,  off  for  coal  not  merchantable,  leaves  sixty  thou¬ 
sand  tons  per  acre  of  pure  coal,  which  in  a  field  of  fifty  by  five  miles, - 
gives  nine  thousand  and  sixty  millions  of  tons.  The  kindness  of  Prov¬ 
idence  has  here  provided  an  abundance  of  this  fuel,  for  that  vast  pop¬ 
ulation  to  the  north  and  north-west,  however  dense  in  course  of  time 
it  may  become. 

From  the  same  report  we  quote  concerning  the  bituminous  coal  of 
To wanda.  “  This  formation  occupies  an  area  of  ten  by  fifteen  miles, 
or  one  hundred  and  fifty  square  miles,  or  ninety-six  thousand  acies, 
several  veins  have  been  worked  and  others  probed,  amounting  in  all  to 
twenty-one  feet  in  thickness.  If  only  one-third  of  the  field  be  covered 
with  coal,  allowing  the  rest  to  be  broken  by  valleys  and  streams,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  usual  mode  of  calculation  there  are  seven  hundred  and 
forty-six  millions  of  tons  of  workable  coal  in  the  field  sufficient  for 
all  desirable  purposes. 

From  these  two  coal  fields,  this  canal  when  completed  will  derive 
her  principal  tonnage.  They  are  both  so  situated,  of  different  quali¬ 
ties,  and  the  preference  so  various  for  either,  that  neither  will  operate 
to  the  prejudice  or  hinder  the  sale  or  demand  for  the  other. — Although 
the  sales  of  the  bituminous  have  not  kept  pace  with  the  extraordinary 
increase  of  the  sales  of  the  anthracite, [still  the  disparity  is  in  a  great 
measure  owing  to  the  importation  of  the  bituminous  in  the  absence  of 
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facilities  to  bring  it  into  market  from  the  fields  discovered  within 
the  last  few  years,  on  the  waters  of  Towanda  and  Lycoming.  “  Two 
companies  with  large  capitals  are  already  organized  and  incorporated 
and  are  preparing  to  bring  it  into  market  so  soon  as  this  State  im¬ 
provement  shall  have  been  finished.”  Our  data  as  to  the  importation 
and  sale  of  the  bituminous  is  very  deficient — all  that  we  have  is  from 
the  year  1824  to  1834  inclusive,  a  period  of  eleven  years,  in  which 
time  it  increased  from  27,000  to  58,000  tons.  We  apprehend  too  that 
this  information  only  relates  to  the  consumption  of  that  article  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  and  markets  contiguous  to  it,  consequently  it  can¬ 
not  be  a  true  test  of  the  quantity  that  would  be  used  when  ample  fa¬ 
cilities  were  afforded  to  give  the  consumer  his  choice.  Sales  of  An¬ 
thracite  are  as  follows : 


1820 .  365  tons. 

1821..  .  1,073  “ 

1822.. ... .  2,240  44 

1823  .  5,823  “ 

1824  .  9,541  44 . 

1825  . 33,393  “ 

1826.. . .  48,047  44 

1827  .  61,665  “ 

1828  .  77,595  “ 

1829  . 105,083  “ 

1830  . 181,000  4; 

1831  . 177,000  “ 

1832  . ...379,000  “ 

1833  . 592,210  “ 

1834  . 377,489  “ 

1835.. ..... . 556,936  “ 

1836  . 682,424  “ 

1837  . 864,751  “ 

1838  . 723,813  44 

1839.. ..* . 722,929  “ 

1840  . 904,216  44 

1841  . 1,057,000  “ 


This  very  large  amount  has  been  conveyed  to  market  during  the 
past  year,  and,  in  all  probability,  it  would  have  been  from  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  thousand  tons  more,  had  there  not  been 
unusual  delays  in  the  transportation,  mainly  produced  by  the  great 
freshet  twelve  months  ago.  The  mines  east  of  the  mountains  have 
each  contributed  to  make  up  this  million  of  tons  very  nearly  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 


Schuylkill, . 

Lehigh, . 

Lackawanna,.., 
Pine  Grove,  .... 

Shamokm, . 

Wilkesbarre,..., 
Lyken’s  Valley, 


585,000  tons. 
135,009  44 

190,000  44 

29,000  44 

22,000  “ 
65,098  44 

,  1,000  44 
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Notwithstanding  that  VVilkesbarre  is  the  most  remote  from  market 
of  any  of  the  anthracite  coal  mines,  her  increase  for  the  past  year  is 
fifty  thousand  tons,  and  it  never  can  be  expected  that  she  can  enter 
the  Philadelphia  market,  in  a  successful  and  rival  competition  with 
either  the  Schuylkill  or  Lehigh.  It  is  the  opinion  of  those  engaged  in 
the  coal  trade,  that  the  maximum  shipments  from  the  Wyoming  beds 
to  the  south  and  east  will  be  two  hundred  thousand  tons  annually. 
Neither  the  south  nor  the  east  contain  the  natural  markets  for  the  coal 
of  this  valley.  Its  high  northern  location,  which  now  operates  to  its 
disadvantage,  when  this  improvement  be  completed,  will  be  its  appa¬ 
rent  and  decided  benefit.  There  is  an  extent  of  country  to  the  north 
and  west,  containing  an  enterprising  population,  which  is  rapidly  aug¬ 
menting,  among  whom  the  consumption  of  this  mineral  would  be  im¬ 
mense,  provided  it  be  conveyed  to  them  with  ordinary  cheapness.  For 
a  better  expression  of  our  views  touching  this  point,  we  extract  from  a 
report  of  great  merit  made  by  H.  B.  Wright,  Esq.,  of  Luzerne,  at  an 
improvement  convention  held  at  Tunkhannock,  May  5th,  1840. 

“  The  anthracite  coal  fields  of  the  Wyoming  and  Lackawanna  val¬ 
leys  are  unparalleled  in  the  State,  and  probably  in  the  world — and  it 
is  by  no  means  problematical  to  assume,  that  the  average  amount  of 
anthracite  coal  that  will  pass  north  for  the  next  ten  years,  after  the 
North  Branch  canal  is  in  navigable  order,  will  not  fall  short  of  400, 
000  tons  per  annum.  Suppose  this  quantity  of  coal  to  be  shipped 
upon  an  average  ten  miles  below  the  Lackawanna  feeder — there  will 
then  be  100  miles  of  canal  upon  which  tolls  will  be  chargeable. — 
This,  at  a  half  cent  per  ton  per  mile,  will  throw  into  the  State  Trea- 
sury  the  sum  of  $200,000,  which  of  itself  will  pay,  and  more  than 
pay,  the  annual  interest  of  the  cost  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent  per  annum. 
Add  to  this  the  vast  amount  of  bituminous  coal  that  must  pass  both 
ways  on  the  North  Branch,  from  the  county  of  Bradford,  and  your 
committee  feel  fully  assured  that  the  toll  on  coal  must,  of  itself,  much 
more  than  pay  the  interest  of  the  cost  of  construction,  and  keepitself 
in  repair .  But  will  there  be  a  demand  for  anthracite  and  bituminous 
coal  ?  It  is  a  fact  well  known  that  there  is  no  coal  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  That  market  must  be  supplied  from  northern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  No  other  operations  can  compete  with  this  section  of  the  State. 
Can  any  data  be  furnished  of  the  amount  required? 

“  The  population  of  New  York  in  1835  was  2,174,517.  The  in¬ 
crease  from  1825  to  1830  was  302,674.  Increase  from  1830  to  1835, 
255,485.  The  population  may,  therefore,  be  assumed  at  2,400,000, 
of  which  1,500,000  will  become  consumers  of  our  coal.  The  rate  of 
consumption  in  thecity  ofLondon  is  1,188,321  tons  per  million  inha¬ 
bitants,  giving  1,782,481  tons  for  a  million  and  a  half  of  people.  This 
is  a  quantity  the  wants  of  New  York  are  continually  approximating  to 
as  wood  disappears,  without  regard  to  the  increase  of  population.” 

“  The  authority  of  the  lamented  Dewitt  Clinton  may  also  be  regarded 
as  safe — a  man  whose  name  will  last  as  long  as  the  stupendous  works 
he  projected. 

“  It  was  his  opinion  that  the  consumption  of  coal  in  north  western 
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New  York  alone,  would  exceed  a  half  a  million  of  ions  per  annum. — * 
Indeed,  the  quantity  for  the  manufacturing  of  salt  alone,  is  computed 
to  be  100,000  tons  a  year  in  the  western  counties  of  New  York.  And 
this  estimate  is  predicated  upon  the  opinions  of  men  whose  authority 
may  be  safely  relied  on.  The  city  of  Albany,  the  large  and  flourish¬ 
ing  towns  of  Utica,  Rochester,  Buffalo,  Geneva,  Ithica,  &c.  are  all  to 
be  supplied  with  the  Susquehanna  and  Lackawanna  coal.  Nor  does 
the  consumption  stop  here.  The  lake  trade — the  supply  of  the  western 
country  by  the  lakes,  and  the  various  canals,  must  in  a  great  measure 
look  to  this  channel  for  their  supplies,  and,  indeed,  altogether  from  the 
North  Branch  and  the  Erie  canals  1” 

We  are  informed  that  the  anthracite  coal  of  our  State  is  consumed 
in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  at  $25  per  ton — shipped  from  Philadelphia  te 
New  Orleans,  thence  conveyed  by  steamers  up  the  Mississippi  at  the 
rate  of  ten  dollars  per  ton.  Even  some  portions  of  interior  Illinois- 
use  it  at  the  great  cost  of  $35  per  ton  ;  at  Chicago  it  is  worth  about 
$20  per  ton,  at  Buffalo  $16 ;  and  diminishes  in  price  in  every  city  or 
village  on  the  line  of  the  Erie  canal  between  that  and  Albany.  It  is 
confidently  believed,  that  the  Wyoming  coal  could  be  delivered  at 
Buffalo  through  this  canal,  from  $6  to  $6  50  per  ton ;  at  Oswego  on 
Lake  Ontario,  eighty  miles  less  in  distance,  at  one  and  a  half  cents 
per  mile,  for  $5  per  ton  ;  from  which  latter  point  it  can  be  shipped  to 
the  Canadas  and  to  all  the  upper  lakes  through  the  Welland  canal. 
Say  that  coal  is  worth  $6  50  at  Buffalo,  $3  from  that  to  Chicago,  and 
$3  from  that  by  canal  and  Illinois  river  to  St.  Louis  ;  which  would  be 
$12  50  per  ton,  just  half  of  what  it  is  selling  there  for  and  carried 
coastwise.  We  regard  one  fact  as  certain,  that  the  Wyoming  anthra¬ 
cite  and  the  Bradford  bituminous  coal,  must  and  will  come  in  for 
nearly  all,  if  not  wholly  the  consumption  of  those  minerals  in  the 
vast  and  growing  empire  to  the  North  and  West.  Our  opinion  is, 
that  the  item  of  anthracite  coal  which  would  pass  northward  for  the 
first  year  on  the  North  Branch  canal  would  be  200,000  tons,  and  in¬ 
creasing  annually  100,000  for  a  period  of  ten  years  ;*  and  the  item 
of  bituminous  passing  both  to  the  north  and  south  50,000  tons,  and  in¬ 
creasing  in  the  same  ratio. 

Our  State  is  alike  distinguished  for  its  inexhaustable  beds  of  iron 
ore  as  well  as  mineral  coal,  and  on  a  proper  development  of  these 
treasures  by  cheap  and  convenient  means  of  conveyance,  either  to 
the  markets  of  our  own  or  of  those  of  neighboring  States,  depend 
almost'  wholly  its  furture  wealth,  greatness  and  preeminence.  Both 
have  been  spread  through  our  whole  valley  with  an  unsparing  hand. 
The  iron  ore,  so  far  as  examinations  have  been  made,  proves  to  be  of 
an  excellent  quality.  Recent  and  heavy  investments  have  been  made 
for  the  manufacturing  of  iron  in  the  county  of  Columbia,  which  we 
believe  are  but  the  beginning  of  those  laudable  efforts  that  must  and 
will  bring  out  the  resources  of  this  portion  of  the  Susquehanna. 
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Biddle,  Chambers,  dec.  3  stacks  cost 

$300,000 

Two  others  2  “  “ 

150,000 

One  at  Roaring  creek, 

80,000 

One  at  Berwick, 

25,000 

One  at  Nescopeck, 

25,000 

Two  at  Catawissa, 

100,000 

Rolling  Mill  at  Wilkesbarre, 

100,000 

Lackawanna  Anthracite  furnace, 

100,000 

-  * 

$880,000 

Thus  nearly  one  million  of  dollars  have  been  invested  within  a  few 
months  in  these  iron  manuafactcries,  and  they  would  spring  up  all 
nlong  the  line  of  this  canal  were  it  once  finished.  Although  the  de- 
posite  of  iron  in  the  county  of  Columbia  is  vast  and  inestimable,  still 
it  is  believed  that  the  ore  is  no  better,  and  perhaps  the  deposite  not 
greater  than  that  of  either  Luzerne  or  Bradford.  We  have  no  data 
by  which  we  can  determine  the  probable  demand  of  iron  in  the  inte¬ 
rior  of  the  Empire  State  and  the  West.  The  only  paper  which  we 
possess  is  the  report  of  a  committee  at  Elmira  in  1835,  and  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  this  item,  “  founded  on  the  best  calculations  within  the  reach 
of  the  committee,  30,000  tons  of  iron  and  castings  are  wanted  for 
the  supply  of  the  country  west  of  Utica.”  So  great  have  been  the 
increase  of  population  and  enterprize  in  that  region,  that  several  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  committee  from  their  own  personal  knowledge  feel  jus¬ 
tified  in  asserting  40,000  tons  as  the  minimum  quantity. 

Coal  and  iron  will  constitute  the  principal  of  export  tonnage,  yet 
there  are  two  items  of  import  from  the  State  of  New  York  which  will 
swell  the  amount  of  business  and  confer  mutual  profit  and  benefit. — - 
They  are  salt  and  plaster,  and  quite  as  necessary  to  the  comfort  and 
•welfare  of  our  citizens,  as  our  coal  and  iron  are  to  those  of  New  York. 
In  the  exchange  of  these  commodities,  however,  the  balance  must  fall 
largely  in  favor  of  our  State.  From  a  reasonable  estimate,  we  are 
confident  that  fifty  thousand  tons  of  plaster  would  be  imported  an¬ 
nually,  enriching  the  soil  of  our  industrious  farmers,  and  advancing 
agricultural  interests  at  least  15  per  cent.  It  is  fair  to  estimate  salt 
at  20,000  bbls.  Passing  by  agricultural  products,  merchandize  and 
all  that  may  be  called  miscellaneous  tonnage,  one  item  more  of  im¬ 
portance  only  inferior  to  coal  so  far  as  tolls  are  concerned,  remains  to 
be  mentioned.  It  is  Lumber!  In  1828  the  President  of  the  Canal 
Board  in  an  official  paper  estimated  the  value  of  property  which  de¬ 
scended  the  Susquehanna,  to  the  markets  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
State  and  Baltimore,  at  $4,500,000.  It  is  now  annually  at  least 
■$7,500,000,  two  and  a  half  millions  of  which,  allowing  to  the  full  ex¬ 
tent,  is  from  the  West  Branch.  The  county  of  Bradford  alone,  fur¬ 
nishes  each  year  (by  uncertain  freshets  and  a  dangerous  navigation) 
£o  the  river-markets,  and  those  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  some  thirty 
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millions  of  feet  of  boards  and  ten  millions  of  shingles.  Susquehanna 
county  too,  is  largely  and  profitably  engaged  in  lumbering,  but  the 
quantity  we  have  no  ready  means  of  ascertaining.  This  forest  of 
valuable  pine,  extends  from  the  head  of  Wyoming  valley  to  the  State 
line,  a  distance  of  ninety-four  miles,  and  in  width  equally  great. — 
Every  stream  travering  it  to  the  Susquehanna,  either  on  the  east  or 
west,  is  well  supplied  with  saw-mills.  The  Lackawanna,  Tunkhan* 
nock,  Mahoopany,  Meshopping,  Tuscarora,  Wyalusing,  Rummerfield, 
Wysox,  Towanda,  and  Sugar  creeks,  each  presents  a  busy  scene. — 
Enumerating  the  mills  situated  on  these  streams  and  on  the  river,  and 
adding  into  one  great  aggregate  the  quantity  of  lumber  manufactured 
by  each,  it  amounts  to  sixty  millions  of  feet .  Could  those  who  are 
thus  engaged  have  an  easy  and  safe  transportation  to  a  uniform  mar¬ 
ket,  (instead  of  depending  on  the  cold  and  dangerous  freshet  of  the 
spring  and  on  an  fluctuating  price,)  without  hazard  to  life  or  loss  of 
property,  they  would  convey  their  lumber  seasoned  and  seasonably  to 
the  most  commanding  market.  The  quantity  of  shingles  manuafac- 
tured  is  rather  more  than  one-third  that  of  boards,  and  these,  together 
with  all  the  better  and  finer  qualities  of  boards,  would  be  carried  by 
the  canal.  Had  it  been  completed  during  the  past  season,  we  hesitate 
not  to  say,  that  the  State  would  have  received  sixty  thousand  dollars 
in  tolls  from  lumber ,  which  lay  over  in  consequence  of  no  freshet 
the  last  year,  and  a  large  proportion  of  which,  is  now  lost  forever,  to 
its  enterprizing  and  hardy  owners  by  the  late  unprecedented  high 
water. 

From  the  foregoing  brief  and  imperfect  statements  we  are  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  the  North  Branch  canal,  when  fairly  inoperation, 
will  pass  upon  one  hundred  miles  more  than  treble  the  tonnage  of  any 
other  single  one  hundred  in  Pennsylvania.  Almost  every  mile  of  the 
one  hundred  is  rich  with  freight.  Well  may  it  be  considered  the  most 
profitable  improvement  in  the  State.  Opening  the  most  vast  deposite 
of  mountain  ore  in  Columbia  county,  the  anthracite  and  iron  of  Wy¬ 
oming,  the  bituminous  coal  on  Mahoopany,  in  Luzerne  county,  and 
the  bituminous  coal  and  iron  of  Bradford  county,  will  have  the 
result  to  increase  the  value  of  property  of  every  description,  and  in  a 
short  period  enrich  the  whole  entire  valley  of  the  Susquehanna,  and 
its  benefits  and  influences  would  be  felt  to  the  extreme  boundary 
North  and  West,  and  even  through  the  British  and  Canada  provinces. 
Without  taking  into  view  the  increased  tonnage  that  would  be  added 
to  the  Pennsylvania'canal  now  completed,  we  will  make  a  short  state¬ 
ment  of  what  the  tolls  would  be  the  first  year. 
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200,000  tons 
50,000  “ 

40,000  “ 
50,000  “ 
20,000  “ 

100,000 


Anthracite,  100  miles,  5  mills 

8100,000 

00 

Bituminous,  “ 

25,000 

00 

Iron  and  Castings  1-}-  cents 

48,000 

00 

Gypsum,  5  mills 

Barrels  Salt  nea 

25,000 

00 

rly  4,000 

00 

Lumber,  Boards  and  Shingles 

50,000 

00 

Miscellaneous  Tonnage,  Produce, 

Mer* 

chandise  &c. 

50,000 

00 

Total 

Cost  of  this  extension— amount  of 
work  done 
Required  to  complete 


Interest  on  this  at  5  per  cent. 
Expenses,  repairs  lock-keepers  & c. 


$3,748,000  00 


Deduct  from  tolls  which  leaves  a  balance  of 


$302,000 

00 

00 

00 

00 

$187,400 

00 

50,000 

00 

237,400 

00 

$64,600 

00 

We  are  aware  that  the  money  wanted  to  complete  cannot  be  had  at 
the  rate  there  computed,  but  here  is  the  sum  of  $64,000,  which  may  be 
thrown  into  the  sacrifice  or  even  to  double  the  rate  of  interest.  In  the 
receipt  of  tolls  to  the  amount  of  $300,000,  on  this  extension  $100,000 
would  be  added  to  the  receipts  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  through  its 
increased  business,  both  in  its  descending  and  return  tonnage,  which 
sum  should  injustice  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  this  branch  in  all  delib¬ 
erations  for  the  resumption  and  completion  of  the  work. 

New  York  with  a  steady  aim  to  the  reciprocal  advantages  has  long 
since  made  her  surveys,  and  stands  ready  to  embrace  this  union  of  im¬ 
provements,  by  either  the  Chemung,  or  Chenango  canal,  or  both.  She 
also  comes  upon  our  border  and  crosses  the  very  termination  of  our 
canal  with  her  great  Southern  railroad. 

The  following  unanswerable  remarks,  from  the  recent  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  are  so  just  and  appropriate  that  we 
copy  them  entire. 

“  In  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  the  time  for  deliberation  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  completing  the  unfinished  lines  of  improvement,  in  which  the 
Commonwealth  is  now  embarked,  has  gone  by.  Too  much  moneyLas 
been  expended-too  much  damage  has  been  created-and  too  destructive 
will  be  the  consequences,  to  all  concerned,  for  such  an  idea  to  be  one 
moment  entertained  by  those  in  authority.  The  North  Branch  exten- 
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slon  has  already  cost  nearly  $2, 500, (  0®,  to  which,  if  the  work  should 
be  now  suspended,  must  be  added  the  damages  sustained  by  holders  of 
private  property  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  line;  and  the 
damages  to  contractors  who  have,  at  an  immense  expense,  made  all 
the  preparations  necessary  to  enable  them  to  complete  their  jobs,  rely¬ 
ing  on  the  pledged  faith  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  annual  interest 
of  the  sum  expended  must  also  be  paid  whether  the  works  are  finished 
or  not.  The  work  remaining  to  be  done  will  cost  less  than  $1,500,- 
000;  which,  when  completed,  will  open  a  very  important,  and  un¬ 
questionably,  the  most  profitable  line  of  improvement  in  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Let  those  who  doubt  this  remark,  cast  their  eyes  to  the  map,  and 
observe  the  point  at  which  it  will  connect  the  public  works  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  with  those  of  New  York — that  it  opens  a  direct  water  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  great  iron  and  anthracite  coal  region  of  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  and  the  far  West.  The  trade  which  would  be  brought  on 
the  canal  by  the  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  tons  of  coal  which 
would  be  shipped  to  supply  the  cities,  flourishing  villages,  and  salt 
works  in  western  New  York,  would  alone  yield  toll  enough  to  pay  the 
interest  on  the  cost  of  construction  :  but  when  it  is  reflected  that  it  ef¬ 
fects,  also,  the  nearest  connection  between  the  anthracite  coal  region 
of  Pennsylvania  and  the  boundless  country  bordering  on  the  Lakes, 
who,  in  his  senses,  will  set  limits  to  the  trade  below  the  entire  capacity 
of  the  canal? 

“Entertaining  these  views,  the  Board  would  now,  as  heretofore,  re¬ 
spectfully,  but  earnestly,  urge  the  Legislature  to  make  immediate  and 
ample  provision  for  completing  the  North  Branch  extension.  If  funds 
can  be  had,  even  at  an  advanced  rate  of  interest,  the  clearest  dictates 
of  prudence  and  sound  economy  require  that  there  should  be  no  hesi¬ 
tation.  Pennsylvania  having  by  many  successive  Legislatures  pres¬ 
sed  forward  this  important  work,  with  a  firmness  characteristic  of  the 
steadfastness  of  purpose  with  which  she  moves  on  in  all  her  enterpri- 
zes — every  motive  of  public  interest,  demands  that  now,  when  bold¬ 
ness  and  energy  are  required,  the  counsels  of  the  timid  should  not  pre¬ 
vail.” 

The  only  objection  to  the  immediate  completion  of  which,  we  can 
conceive,  is  an  empty  Treasury.  That  it  is  so,  is  as  true  as  that  we 
have  fallen  upon  evil  times.  But  is  there  no  way  of  replenishing  it? 
Has  the  great  State  of  Pennsylvania  no  resources  left  ?  Shall  her  in- 
calcuable  riches  forever  lie  hidden  in  the  bowels  of  her  mountains  and 
not  be  uncovered  and  brought  forth  to  relieve  her  necessities?  Shall 
this  splendid  monument  of  her  past  wisdom  which  is  more  than  half 
finished  be  permitted  to  moulder  and  decay  ?  Have  we  as  Pennsylva¬ 
nians  lost  all  pride  and  energy  ?  Or  finally,  shall  we  with  a  large  and 
dependant  family  embrace  despondency  and  surrender  our  effects. 


VVe  trust  not.  We  pray  your  honorable  bodies  to  make  one  united 
and  vigorous  effort  and  all  will  be  well.  The  State  cannot  die,  she 
must  revive  and  regain  her  wonted  health  and  vigor. 

V 

Ail  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 


Geo.  A.  Mix, 

Edward  Herrick. 

* 

Nathaniel  Ciapp, 

L.  S.  Ellsworth, 
David  Cash, 

C.  L.  Ward, 

Gordon  F.  Mason, 
Geo.  Sanderson, 
Geo.  H.  Welles, 

D.  F.  Bar  stow, 

G.  M.  Hollenback, 
J.  L.  Butler, 

Wm.  S-  Ross, 

H,  B.  Hilman, 

Ziba  Bennet, 

Benj.  H.  Troop, 
Peter  S.  Osterhout, 
Thos.  Morley, 
Alfred  Hine, 
Henderson  Gaylord, 


Franklin  Lusk, 
Geo.  Walker, 

A.  H.  Read, 

Bela  Jones, 

Joseph  William s, 
Geo.  Fuller, 

Henry  J.  Webb, 
Wm.  Hartley, 
Wm.  Ward, 

Davis  D.  Warner, 
Thomas  Chambers 
Wm.  Colt, 

Wm.  Donaldson, 

J.  Groves, 

Geo,  Mack, 

Wm.  M’Elvy, 
Wm.  G.  Hurley, 
Joseph  Paxton, 
John  Bowman, 
John  Moore. 


Errata — On  page  20,  line  24,  in  place  of  “  abandonment  oi 
supervision,”  read  abandonment  or  suspension. 


